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GrowinG from 
StrenGth to StrenGth

MESSAGE FROM ThE CEO

2017 was an exceptional year for 
Malaysian rubber product exports which 
grew 19.2% to reach a record high of 
RM21.6 billion.

Building from this robust baseline, 
2018 is projected to be another dynamic 
year for Malaysian rubber product 
exports, backed by strong economic and 
trade fundamentals. The International 
Monetary Fund predicted that global 
and trade growth will reach 3.9% and 
5.1% respectively for 2018, improving 
from 3.8% and 4.9% in 2017, auguring 
well for Malaysian export growth, 
including rubber product exports.

As we head further into 2018, we 
can clearly see that the long-term 
growth strategies put in place to 
stimulate rubber product exports are 
continuing to bear fruit. Exports of 
rubber products continued to expand 
in the first quarter of 2018, albeit more 
moderately due to the high-base effect 
of last year. Rubber product exports 
rose 4.7% to RM5.6 billion in the first 
quarter of the year with glove exports 
garnering the lion’s share of 75%.

One key growth strategy 
championed by MREPC is for Malaysian 
rubber product exporters to explore 
new markets while protecting and 
expanding our market share in existing 
markets. MREPC will support the 
industry as it leverages the better global 
growth outlook and external demand 
for 2018 to expand exports in traditional 

of rubber gloves in September.  MREPC 
is proud to co-host this event with the 
Malaysian Rubber Glove Manufacturers 
Association (MARGMA).  

Two, to champion and recognise 
industry excellence and achievements, 
MREPC will organise its Industry 
Awards once again in August this 
year featuring three new awards 
– Most Innovative Award, Green 
Business Award, and Best Marketer 
Award. These awards underscore the 
importance of current development 
trends in propelling the industry forward 
towards innovation, sustainability, good 
governance and environmentalism, 
and integrated branding, marketing and 
image building.

Three, MREPC will organise a 
Branding Seminar this year featuring 
renowned international and Malaysian 
speakers who will emphasise the 
importance of branding to increase 
product value and heighten the visibility 
and ubiquity of Malaysian rubber 
product export brands in order to 
expand export markets.

Four, yet another key initiative will 
be the launch of the Special Fund on 
Automation and Green Technology. 
The fund aims to support the 
industry’s sustainability by encouraging 
manufacturers to increase the 
application of automation and green 
technology in their plants.    

It is MREPC’s sincere hope that all 
industry players and stakeholders will 
participate in these events and lend 
their support to ensure the ongoing 
success of the rubber products industry 
as a key contributor to the economy. On 
behalf of MREPC, I hope that all of you 
will engage with us more proactively as 
we strive to enhance our outreach and 
help strengthen your growth.

markets as well as seek new markets.
Another equally pivotal growth 

strategy is for Malaysian rubber product 
exporters to leverage technology and 
innovation to raise productivity and 
counter rising competition. Therefore, 
we urge industry players to make good 
use of the available facilities such as 
MREPC’s Industry Linkage Fund and 
the various government tax incentives 
to invest in productivity improvements 
and innovation to bolster growth and 
performance.        

To further cement growth and 
encourage innovation, MREPC has 
several strategic initiatives in the 
pipeline.

One, Malaysia’s branding and 
marketing profile will gain immensely 
when it hosts the 9th International 
Rubber Glove Conference & Exhibition 
(IRGCE), the world’s largest exhibition 

Low Yoke Kiew
Chief Executive Officer, MREPC
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COVER STORY

Look eaSt
mrePC iS enCouraGinG maLaySian dry 
rubber ProduCt manufaCturerS to 
CoLLaborate with eaSt aSian ComPanieS 
to embraCe automation and CLimb uP the 
vaLue Chain.

product manufacturers – hLN 
Rubber Industries, Kossan Industries, 
NSR Rubber Protective, Sri Kota 
Rubber Mfg, Tefron and Young Man 
Development. 

lEssons lEarnt in Japan
Over the course of this intensive 

trip, the delegates met with leading 

if Malaysia is to achieve the lofty 
goals of the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution, our manufacturers have 
got to gear up by embracing the latest 
trends in robotics and automation.

To further encourage Malaysian 
manufacturers to adopt up-to-date 
machinery, automation and robotics 
in their plants to boost productivity, 
MREPC organised a working visit 
to Japan and South Korea from 
5 - 11 November 2017. This visit 
was specifically for Malaysian dry 
rubber product manufacturers 
to explore possible collaboration 
with Japanese and South Korean 
companies. Led by Ms. Low Yoke 
Kiew, CEO of MREPC, the delegation 
comprised the Malaysian Rubber 
Products Manufacturers’ Association 

(MRPMA) which was represented 
by its President, Dato’ Dr. Ong Eng 
Long, and six Malaysian dry rubber 

 Malaysian delegates with H.E. Dato’ Ahmad 
Izlan Idris (6th from left), Ambassador, Embassy 

of Malaysia in Japan 

Briefing by Shin Chang’s officer on their machinery at the company’s factory in Daegu
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business and industry associations, 
visited several Japanese and South 
Korean manufacturing facilities, 
and had the opportunity of viewing 
the latest technology in machinery, 
robotics and automation. 

The Japanese leg of the trip kicked 
off with a courtesy call on Dato’ 
Ahmad Izlan Idris, the Ambassador 
of Malaysia in Tokyo, who highlighted 
the fact that Japan’s population was 
dramatically shrinking, hence the 
move towards automation to remedy 
a chronic shortage of labour. This 
parallels the Malaysian government’s 
strategy to reduce dependency on 
low-skilled foreign workers through 
the application of robotics and 
automation. 

This was followed by key meetings 
with officials from NIKKIREN, Robot 
Revolution Initiative, Matsuda 
Seisakusho, and Mitsuba for the 
benefit of MREPC’s delegates. 

The Japan Machinery Federation 
(Nihon Kikai Kogyo Rengokai, 
or NIKKIREN) is a nationwide 
organisation of the Japanese 
machinery and engineering industry. 
NIKKIREN members are leading 
manufacturers and trade associations 
that represent various industrial 
sectors in Japan. NIKKIREN’s 
statistics for 2017 show that the 
production value of the machinery 
industry increased by 2.2% from 
2016, partly due to the aging 
population and workforce constraints 
that have increased the demand for 
robotics and automation. The industry 

has recovered well from the 2008 - 
2009 recession with manufacturers 
are investing in plants overseas, 
particularly in high-growth ASEAN 
countries including Malaysia. 

To further promote Malaysia-Japan 
collaboration, MRPMA President 
Dato’ Dr. Ong invited NKKIREN and 
JMF to send experts to evaluate the 
production systems of Malaysian 
manufacturers and provide suitable 
proposals for automation that can be a 
win-win for Malaysia and Japan.

ConnECtEd industriEs 
CrEating ValuE

Japan’s core concept of 
“Connected Industries” sees 
humans, machines and technologies 
connected across borders and 

Discussion between HYRobotics and the Malaysian delegates at the meeting

Group photo with the President of Shin Chang, Mr. Mun-Han Yun (front row, 4th from left)

generations, and the creation of 
new value. The Robot Revolution 
Initiative (RRI) was formed by the 
Japanese government to double the 
use of robotics in manufacturing, 
and increase twenty-fold the 
use of robotics in other sectors, 
including service industries. RRI was 
represented by its Secretary General, 
Dr. Tomoaki Kubo, at the meeting 
with MREPC’s delegation. 

Today, RRI has about 500 
members and its scope includes 
promoting manufacturing business 
reformation through the Internet 
of Things (IoT), robot utilisation in 
society, and robot innovation. RRI 
makes efforts to deal with Japan’s 
declining birth rate and ageing 
population by providing robotic 
helpmates in healthcare, agriculture, 
and infrastructural inspection and 
repair. 

MREPC’s delegates also had the 
privilege of meeting with two of 
Japan’s business and manufacturing 
leaders: Matsuda Seisakusho and 
Mitsuba.

During the meeting with Matsuda 
Seisakusho President Kozo Suzuki, 
visitors learnt that the company 
specialises in injection moulding 
machines and produces about 70% 
of all injection moulding machines 
made in Japan. As an injection 
moulding pioneer, Matsuda has 
developed fully automated injection 
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moulding machines that effectively 
utilise limited resources. Factory 
automation and flexible manufacturing 
systems enable the full automation of 
these machines, enabling unmanned 
operation and labour saving, while 
ultra-precision moulding and high-
cycle moulding have improved in 
accuracy. In October 2017, Matsuda 
announced a joint venture with Danish 
firm Desma to mutually leverage on 
each other’s expertise and increase 
product line-ups.

At the meeting hosted by Mitsuba 
President Kenichi horiuchi, at Mitsuba’s 
office in Ueda City, Nagano, visitors 
learnt that Mitsuba produces about 
80% of the machinery involved in 
the Japanese automotive industry. 
These machines include rubber hose 
and rubber sheet manufacturing lines, 
rubber extruders with gear pump, 
rubber continuous vulcanising lines 
and profile extruding lines. Mitsuba has 
the distinction of having the ability to 
produce combined rubber and plastic 
extruders, which is rare in Japan. 
Besides this, it is also the exclusive 
agent and technical partner of German 
company KraussMaffei-Berstorff 
Gmbh, a globally acknowledged 
extrusion technology leader.

thE KorEan ExpEriEnCE
Following their Japan experience, 

the delegates gained immense value 
from their visit to South Korea, which 
is also a global leader in automation. 
In South Korea, the delegates met 
with hanyang Robotics (hYRobotics), 
Shin Chang Precision, and hyundai 
Robotics.

With over 29 years experience in 
robotics research and development, 
hYRobotics offers a full line of robotics 
systems including robots for sprue 
and parts removal, fully-integrated 
factory automation for insert moulding, 
de-gating, in-mould labelling and parts 
stacking. The Malaysian delegation was 
hosted by Dae-hwan Kang, head of 
Department of hYRobotics’ Research 
Institute of Mechanical Engineering, 
and Gi-Beom Park, Assistant Manager 
of Overseas Sales Marketing, at the 
firm’s offices in Incheon. MREPC CEO 
Ms. Low cordially invited them to visit 
Malaysian manufacturers to share their 
ideas for process improvements.

Established in 1977, Shin Chang 
Precision specialises in automatic 
rubber injection and compression 
moulding machinery used in 
automotive and industrial applications. 
While the majority of its clientele 
is local, Shin Chang has customers 
in China, India, Japan, Russia, 

Turkey, the UK and the US, and can 
customise its equipment to customers’ 
specifications. however, it does not 
export to Malaysia yet, pointing to the 
potential for a Malaysian-South Korean 
collaboration.

The delegation was exposed to 
the latest in robotics technologies at 
hyundai Robotics, which produces 
industrial robots, liquid-crystal display 
(LCD) handling robots, controllers, 
vacuum robots and automation 
systems. hyundai Robotics continues 
to innovate through its proprietary 
Robot Institute, the main function 
of which is to research and develop 
high-quality, high-value products 
and innovative robotic technology 
including robot mechanisms, controlling 
systems for robots with multiple axes, 
dynamic model-based motion design, 
development of software applications, 
ergonomics based on human-machine 
interface (hMI) management systems 
and remote monitoring IT systems. In 
addition, hyundai Robotics collaborates 
on robotic systems with a Danish 
company.

MREPC hopes that such visits 
will spur Malaysian manufacturers 
to explore the adoption of the 
latest Japanese and South Korean 
technologies in machinery, robotics 
and automation, in order to further 
improve efficiency and productivity of 
their current manufacturing processes. 
Increasing efforts of manufacturers to 
leverage the potential of the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution will help steer 
Malaysia to become a high-skilled and 
high-income nation.

MREPC hoPEs that 
such visits will spur 
Malaysian manufacturers 
to explore the adoption 
of the latest Japanese 
and South Korean 
technology in machinery, 
robotics and automation, 
in order to further 
improve efficiency and 
productivity of their 
current manufacturing 
processes.

Meeting with NIKKIREN and RRI at NIKKIREN’s office in Tokyo

COVER STORY
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ECONOMY

the maLaySian 
eConomy at a GLanCe

The Malaysian economy expanded by 5.4% in Q1 2018, 
albeit slower than the 5.9% in Q4 2017. Growth was driven 
by resilient private sector spending. For 2018, Bank Negara 
Malaysia has forecast growth at 5.5% - 6%.

Services and manufacturing remained the 
dominant sectors in the economy, contributing 
54.8% and 22.8% respectively to GDP.

On the expenditure side, private consumption remained 
the main driver of growth, increasing 6.9% in Q1 2018 and 
accounting for 55.1% of GDP.

•	 The services and manufacturing sectors remained the key 
drivers of growth. The services sector expanded by 6.5% in 
Q1 2018 supported by wholesale & retail trade, information & 
communication and finance & insurance subsectors.

•	 The manufacturing sector grew by 5.3% led by higher output 
of E&E, and petroleum, chemical, rubber & plastic products.

 

Share of GDP by Sector, Q1 2018

Note: Excludes import duties
Source: Department of Statistics, 
Malaysia

Services  54.8%
Manufacturing  22.8%
Mining  8.5%
Agriculture  7.6%
Construction  4.8%

Source: Department of 
Statistics, Malaysia
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ECONOMY

•	 Exports expanded by 5.8% to RM237.6 billion in Q1 2018 
mainly supported by manufactured exports such as E&E, 
chemical and metal products. Imports declined by 0.8% to 
RM204.2 billion on lower imports of intermediate goods.

•	 The trade balance remained in a surplus of RM33.4 billion 
for the quarter. On a monthly basis, this marked 245 
consecutive months of trade surplus since November 
1997.

In Q1 2018, exports of rubber products continued to 
expand, albeit more moderately by 4.7% to RM5.6 billion, 
amid the high-base effect in Q1 2017.

Inflation, as measured by the annual change in the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI), moderated to 1.8% in Q1 
2018 amid lower prices in food & non-alcoholic beverage 
and transport groups. Prices in the transport group eased 
significantly to 1.3% despite higher global crude oil prices 
which were offset by a stronger ringgit.
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Source: Department of 
Statistics, Malaysia

CPI

Food & Non-Alcoholic Beverage

Transport

Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels

0
2
4
6
8

10
12
14
16
18

Q1 17 Q2 17 Q3 17 Q4 17 Q1 18

%
 C

ha
ng

e

1.8

3.2

1.3
2.03.6

4.2

11.4

2.2

Unemployment Rate

Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia

%
 

3.4%

3.3%

3.0

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

Q1 17 Q2 17 Q3 17 Q4 17 Q1 18

Trade Performance

27.7

33.4

Source: Department of 
Statistics, Malaysia

Trade Balance

Exports
Imports

RM
 b

ill
io

n

-5

5

15

25

35

45

Q1 17 Q2 17 Q3 17 Q4 17 Q1 18

Yo
Y 

Ch
an

ge
 (%

)

-5

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

-0.8

5.8
12.4

14.4

19.9%

21.8%
20.5%

15.1%

4.7%

Export Performance of Rubber Products

Source: Department of 
Statistics, Malaysia

 

RM (million)

Growth (%)

RM
 m

ill
io

n

5,150
5,200
5,250
5,300
5,350
5,400
5,450
5,500
5,550
5,600
5,650

Q1 17 Q2 17 Q3 17 Q4 17 Q1 18

%
 G

ro
w

th

0

5

10

15

20

25

5,495.5

5,598.1

 
Inflation

Source: Department of 
Statistics, Malaysia

CPI

Food & Non-Alcoholic Beverage

Transport

Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels

0
2
4
6
8

10
12
14
16
18

Q1 17 Q2 17 Q3 17 Q4 17 Q1 18

%
 C

ha
ng

e

1.8

3.2

1.3
2.03.6

4.2

11.4

2.2

Unemployment Rate

Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia

%
 

3.4%

3.3%

3.0

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

Q1 17 Q2 17 Q3 17 Q4 17 Q1 18

Trade Performance

27.7

33.4

Source: Department of 
Statistics, Malaysia

Trade Balance

Exports
Imports

RM
 b

ill
io

n

-5

5

15

25

35

45

Q1 17 Q2 17 Q3 17 Q4 17 Q1 18

Yo
Y 

Ch
an

ge
 (%

)

-5

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

-0.8

5.8
12.4

14.4

19.9%

21.8%
20.5%

15.1%

4.7%

Export Performance of Rubber Products

Source: Department of 
Statistics, Malaysia

 

RM (million)

Growth (%)

RM
 m

ill
io

n

5,150
5,200
5,250
5,300
5,350
5,400
5,450
5,500
5,550
5,600
5,650

Q1 17 Q2 17 Q3 17 Q4 17 Q1 18

%
 G

ro
w

th

0

5

10

15

20

25

5,495.5

5,598.1

 
Inflation

Source: Department of 
Statistics, Malaysia

CPI

Food & Non-Alcoholic Beverage

Transport

Housing, water, electricity, gas and other fuels

0
2
4
6
8

10
12
14
16
18

Q1 17 Q2 17 Q3 17 Q4 17 Q1 18

%
 C

ha
ng

e

1.8

3.2

1.3
2.03.6

4.2

11.4

2.2

Unemployment Rate

Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia

%
 

3.4%

3.3%

3.0

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

Q1 17 Q2 17 Q3 17 Q4 17 Q1 18

Trade Performance

27.7

33.4

Source: Department of 
Statistics, Malaysia

Trade Balance

Exports
Imports

RM
 b

ill
io

n

-5

5

15

25

35

45

Q1 17 Q2 17 Q3 17 Q4 17 Q1 18

Yo
Y 

Ch
an

ge
 (%

)

-5

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

-0.8

5.8
12.4

14.4

19.9%

21.8%
20.5%

15.1%

4.7%

Export Performance of Rubber Products

Source: Department of 
Statistics, Malaysia

 

RM (million)

Growth (%)

RM
 m

ill
io

n

5,150
5,200
5,250
5,300
5,350
5,400
5,450
5,500
5,550
5,600
5,650

Q1 17 Q2 17 Q3 17 Q4 17 Q1 18

%
 G

ro
w

th

0

5

10

15

20

25

5,495.5

5,598.1

Gloves continued to dominate Malaysian rubber product 
exports, accounting for RM4,191.4 million or 75% in Q1 
2018.

Top 5 Rubber Product 
Exports, Q1 2018

Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia
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The ringgit strengthened against most major and 
regional currencies in Q1 2018. Against the US dollar, 
the ringgit appreciated by 5.2% to RM3.8620. The 
firmer ringgit was supported by foreign portfolio inflows 
on expectations of a strong growth outlook, as well as 
higher crude oil prices and trade performance.
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The labour market remained favourable with the 
unemployment rate improving slightly to 3.3% in Q1 
2018.
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TRADE PERFORMANCE

maLaySia’S 
trade in 
rubber 
ProduCtS
JANUARY – MARCh 2018

oVErall, Malaysia’s trade in 
rubber products for the period 
January to March 2018 recorded 
healthy gains. In the first three 
months of 2018, total exports of 
rubber products reached RM5.6 
billion, an increase of 4.7% over 
the corresponding period in 2017.

Gloves continued to lead as 
Malaysia’s largest rubber product 
export, accounting for 74.9% of 
total exports of rubber products 
during the quarter. The value of 
glove exports increased by 4.1% 
or RM165.1 million. Impressive 

growth was recorded in the 
export of insulated wire, cable 
and other electric conductors. 
Exports in this category rose 
by 859.4% to RM87.4 million 
from RM9.1 million in the 
corresponding period in 2017. 
Exports of plates, sheets and 
strips of cellular rubber also 
doubled to RM48.7 million 
from RM24.9 million in the 
corresponding period in 2017.

The top ten importers of 
Malaysian rubber products for 
January – March 2018 were 

the US, the EU, Japan, China, 
Australia, Singapore, Brazil, 
Thailand, Turkey and Russia. 
Notably, exports to Thailand and 
Turkey recorded healthy double-
digit growth, increasing by 
22.8% and 39.6% respectively 
compared to the corresponding 
period in 2017.

While total exports grew by 
4.1%, imports of rubber products 
increased at a faster pace of 16% 
to RM1.9 billion for the first three 
months of 2018.

maLaySia’S eXPortS and imPortS of rubber ProduCtS (rm miLLion)

Month
Exports Imports

Jan - Mar 2017 Jan - Mar 2018 Jan - Mar 2017 Jan - Mar 2018

January 1,676.3 1,892.0 535.5 646.8

February 1,645.3 1,716.8 483.7 565.9

March 2,022.7 1,989.3 648.0 722.2

Total 5,344.3 5,598.1 1,667.2 1,934.9

% Change 4.7% 16.0%

Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia
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TRADE PERFORMANCE

toP 10 key rubber ProduCt eXPortS (rm miLLion)

Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia
*Others include foam products, automotive parts, precured treads, fenders and beltings.

Rubber Products Jan - Mar 2017 Jan - Mar 2018 % Change % Share (Jan - Mar 2018)

Gloves 4,026.3 4,191.4 4.1 74.9

New Pneumatic Tyres 281.2 285.8 1.6 5.1

Tubes, Pipes and Hoses 205.4 240.6 17.1 4.3

Latex Threads 167.6 164.8 -1.7 2.9

Footwear 115.1 89.2 -22.6 1.6

Other Articles of Unhardened Vulcanised 
Rubber

90.4 87.4 -3.3 1.6

Insulated Wire, Cable and Other Electric 
Conductors

9.1 87.4 859.4 1.6

Condoms 85.5 76.7 -10.2 1.4

Seals and Gaskets 44.2 54.4 23.0 1.0

Plates, Sheets and Strips of Cellular Rubber 24.9 48.7 95.9 0.8

Others* 294.6 271.7 -7.8 4.8

Total 5,344.3 5,598.1 4.7 100.0

Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia

Countries Jan - Mar 2017 Jan - Mar 2018 % Change % Share (Jan - Mar 2018)

USA 1,571.4 1,598.5 1.7 28.6

EU-28 1,293.6 1,354.1 4.7 24.2

Japan 315.9 319.8 1.2 5.7

China 288.5 308.6 7.0 5.5

Australia 161.9 179.7 11.0 3.2

Singapore 154.2 167.6 8.7 3.0

Brazil 188.7 162.3 -14.0 2.9

Thailand 96.4 118.4 22.8 2.1

Turkey 80.1 111.8 39.6 2.0

Russia 104.9 108.7 3.6 1.9

Subtotal 4,255.6 4,429.5 4.1 79.1

World Total 5,344.3 5,598.1 4.7 100.0

toP 10 eXPort deStinationS of maLaySia’S rubber ProduCtS (rm miLLion)
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FEATURE

not juSt ChiLd’S PLay, armCreSt 
induStrieS deLiverS CoLourfuL handS-
on fun with eduCationaL rubber CLay 
and other aSSorted Stationery and 
artS & Craft SuPPLieS.

innovatinG with 
rubber CLay

sEasCapEs of bright anemone, coral 
and clownfish (and the occasional 
shark) compete with fire-breathing 
dragons; rose gardens, fountains 
and waterlily ponds resembling 
Impressionist paintings dazzle in 3-D; 
a van Gogh-style self-portrait stares 
back, unblinking – all playful rubber 
clay creations. Colourful, tactile and 
malleable, Armcrest Industries’ rubber 
clay combines fun with a whole lot of 
learning and R&D. 

Starting with utilitarian pencil 
erasers since it was founded in 
1995, Armcrest began to diversify its 
product range from 2010 when rubber 
technologist Chai Main Jye took over 
and revamped its product line. 

Today, the firm manufactures and 
markets all types of rubber stationery 
and art & craft items, including rubber 
carving boards and adhesive tack. 

But the star in its stable is rubber 
clay. Odourless, eco-friendly and 

product range from 2010 when rubber 
technologist Chai Main Jye took over 

Today, the firm manufactures and 
markets all types of rubber stationery 
and art & craft items, including rubber 

But the star in its stable is rubber 

staRting with 
utilitarian pencil 
erasers since it 
was founded in 
1995, Armcrest 
began to diversify 
its product range 
from 2010 when 
rubber technologist 
Chai Main Jye took 
over and revamped 
its product line.
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FEATURE

waterproof, rubber clay is the natural 
rubber alternative to play-doh. Today, 
99% of Armcrest’s rubber clay items 
are already being exported to China, 
Singapore, Vietnam and Australia. It 
certainly isn’t child’s play to penetrate 
markets which have traditionally 
favoured play-doh over other malleable 
materials in children’s craft especially, 
but Chai’s extensive experience 
initially as a supplier of raw materials 
to Armcrest allowed him insights 
into how to develop creative and 
playful products limited only by users’ 
dexterity and imagination.

Supplying raw materials spurred 
his interest in developing products 
that weren’t mere stationery but could 
also be educational. his children were 
another push factor. “They liked play-
doh but it was expensive, and once 
exposed to air, it became unusable 
very quickly,” he explained. Rubber 
clay can harden on standing but is 
immediately pliable when worked. 
Also, the colour palette was quite 
limited, so he experimented and came 
up with a product that does more 
than brighten up playrooms. Users 
learn how to mix primary-coloured 
rubber clay to produce different 
shades. A mixture of red and yellow, 
for instance, will produce orange, and 
users can actually see the colours 
merge and change while working the 
rubber clay.

Chai took about a year to develop 
a workable product, and discovered 

that the very nature of rubber clay 
lends itself to versatility. Not only 
is it odourless and non-staining, it 
is non-toxic as well, so the rubber 
coral, anemone, seaweed and bright 
tropical fish can be the stunning 
backdrop to a real aquarium and 
its live inhabitants! “Rubber clay is 
phthalate-free and up to European 
standards,” Chai confirmed. “It meets 
all EN 71 requirements for toy safety 
and does not have polycyclic aromatic 

hydrocarbons (PAhs) or lead.” 
The product has also resulted in a 

surprising spin-off: book publishing! 
Because of its versatility as a 

creative tool and educational aid, 
Chai helped a client in Vietnam to 
write a book on the uses of rubber 
clay, incorporating his personal tips to 
showcase the product’s possibilities. 
Rubber clay isn’t just for kids either. It 
can be used by adults as an aid during 
rehabilitation or physiotherapy to help 
them regain dexterity and strength 
in their hands and fingers. The 
gripping properties of natural rubber 
are virtually irreplaceable, whereas 
anything synthetic is too slippery and 
lacks traction.

The possibilities are endless 
with rubber clay, enthused Chai. 
One unique application is as a 
cleaning product for small electronic 
components, as well as for fine 
jewellery. Not only does it clean 
without the use of harsh chemicals, it 
can be used to stabilise the position 
of tiny jewels which may be loose in 
rings and bracelets, he said. 

Chai, now Armcrest’s director, 
is eyeing a more concerted push 
into Europe and the Americas next, 
subject to due diligence. “Europe is 
our main market. But we will ensure 
we understand people’s needs better 
before we expand. This is a product 
that people must feel and touch; 
making it beautiful or utilitarian is 
literally in your hands.”

UsERs LEaRn how to 
mix primary-coloured 
rubber clay to produce 
different shades. A 
mixture of red and 
yellow, for instance, will 
produce orange, and 
users can actually see 
the colours merge and 
change while working 
the rubber clay.
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eXPort SuCCeSS 
from retreadS
Goodway inteGrated induStrieS 
berhad haS Carved out a 
SteLLar rubber ProduCt eXPort 
buSineSS baSed on retreadS 
and teChniCaL ComPoundS.

undErpinnEd by its core business 
of retreads and subsequently its 
expansion into technical compounds, 
Goodway Integrated Industries Berhad 
(GIIB) has enjoyed over thirty years of 
success. 

GIIB was originally the brainchild 
of Tai Boon Wee, who was initially 
hired to do sales and marketing for 
a newly set-up rubber compounder. 
Goodway’s main customer was a tyre 
retreader in Kota Kinabalu that went 
by the very apt name of Big Wheel, 
in 1989. Established by Big Wheel’s 
directors, Goodway was intended 
to manufacture its own retreading 

compounds which it would sell to Big 
Wheel.

But on top of OEM business, Tai’s 
eventual diversification efforts saw 
GIIB’s export sales soaring as well. 
Attending international exhibitions – 
often at personal expense – paid off; 
Tai made many contacts, among them 
Kraiburg Gmbh of Germany, with which 
Goodway started a mutually profitable 
joint venture. This led to the opening 
of Goodway’s plant in Nilai in 1995, 
with Tai as its Managing Director. The 
joint venture ran until 2003; Goodway 
was listed a year later. “Trust and 
good relationships with all parties 
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were crucial to Goodway’s success,” 
stated Tai Qisheng, GIIB’s Executive 
Director and a member of the second 
generation of Goodway management. 
“A lot of things were possible because 
we maintained cordial ties with Big 
Wheel and our foreign partners from 
the very start.”

opErations
Today, Goodway has expanded 

beyond its original business of 
retreads to deal in both technical 
compounds and retread compounds. 
With four per cent of turnover 
being invested in R&D annually, the 
company has successfully developed 
technical compounds for heavy-use 
manufacture, particularly for hydraulic 
hoses, bridge bearings, gaskets 
and rubber tracks for excavators. Its 
retread compounds have found great 
acceptance internationally. Goodway 
can proudly cite the Kowloon 
Motorbus (hK) Company as a satisfied 
client; one of New Zealand’s largest 
dairy producers, Fonterra, is another. 
Fonterra uses Goodway’s “Supercool” 
retread compound for its fleet of dairy 
trucks.

Likewise, its markets and 
customers have expanded 
exponentially. Goodway’s first markets 
were Taiwan, Korea, Japan and 
hong Kong but it now exports to 65 
countries including Australia, New 
Zealand, the Middle East and Africa. 
Beginning with a tiny workforce, the 
company employs approximately 
350 people at its plant and corporate 
office. 

“We do realise that we cannot 
allow the business to be static. 

Moving forward, Goodway is focusing 
on establishing key retread accounts 
as well as high-performance technical 
compounds,” Tai continued. “We 
have, over the last year, structured 
our business to be performance and 
service-oriented. The expectations of 

customers are very high now, even in 
an industrial business; the expectation 
of services in our industry are now 
comparable to the expectations 
in the hospitality sector! Technical 
products are difficult to make but 
Malaysians can do it.” he adds that 
Malaysia enjoys a healthy supply of 
natural rubber that is in great demand 
globally, but it has to be high quality 
and high performance.

innoVations 
Goodway has recently made 

forays into other areas as well to 
improve access and inclusivity for its 
products. Specific strategies include 
setting up a tyre dealers’ network 
specifically for passenger car tyres, 
and recently tying up with the world’s 
largest independent tyre dealer, Point 
S Group, to develop an organised 
sector of independent tyre retail 
stores; three locations are already 
in operation. Buoyed by these early 
achievements, Tai said that Goodway 
will continue to develop this as one of 
its key business channels. 

 Driven by Tai, Goodway is investing 
in technology, as his experience has 
shown that it can drive costs down 
and improve efficiency and output, 
although initial costs may be high, 
and operationalisation may take some 
time. The company today uses Google 
Suite in its business operations as 
well as the SAP enterprise resource 
planning (ERP) system in order to 
deliver better products and customer 
satisfaction and improve the accuracy 
of its decision-making and forecasting 
to move the business forward.

wE do REaLisE that 
we cannot allow the 
business to be static. 
Moving forward, 
Goodway is focusing 
on establishing key 
retread accounts as well 
as high-performance 
technical compounds.

- Tai Boon Wee

FEATURE
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induStry and 
aCademia 
interaCt
mrePC orGaniSed an interaCtion 
SeSSion to Provide a neXuS for 
the eXChanGe of information 
between the rubber ProduCtS 
induStry and univerSitieS and 
to identify reSearCh areaS for 
PotentiaL CoLLaboration.

An industry participant discussing on potential research project 
with university representatives

Dr. Amir Hashim highlighting the research 
projects undertaken by MRB in the rubber 
products industry   

Dr. S. Supramaniam of MARGMA presenting on the 
potential areas of research in the rubber gloves industry

thE MREPC Industry Linkage 
Fund (ILF) is a key initiative by 
MREPC to help drive innovation and 
competitiveness in the sector, by 
encouraging information exchange 
and research collaboration between 
business and academia. 

Since its launch in September 
2017 and up to March 2018, the ILF 
has recorded some key milestones. 
One, the MREPC ILF programme 
has received 18 research proposals 
from industry, universities and 
research institutions.  Two, in 
April 2018, MREPC introduced an 

online application system for the 
ILF to allow easier submission of 
applications and research proposals.

intEraCtion sEssion
To heighten awareness of the ILF 

and encourage greater participation, 
MREPC organised an Interaction 
Session on 21 November 2017. The 
session aimed to provide a nexus 
for the exchange of information 
between the rubber products 
industry and universities and to 
identify research areas for potential 
collaboration. 

to hEightEn 
awaREnEss of the ILF 
and encourage greater 
participation, MREPC 

organised an Interaction 
Session on 21 November 
2017. The Session aimed 

to provide a nexus for the 
exchange of information 

between the rubber products 
industry and universities and 
to identify research areas for 

potential collaboration.
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Seventy eight participants from 
10 universities, 14 rubber product 
manufacturing companies, two 
associations, one research institution 
and one government agency attended 
the Interaction Session.

The universities which participated 
were UTAR, Monash, UPSI, UniMAP, 
USM, UiTM, UM, UPM, UKM and 
University of Nottingham Malaysia 
Campus (UNMC). Manufacturing 
companies present were Careplus 
Group Bhd, Supermax Glove 
Manufacturing, Supreme EVA 
Industries, Kumpulan Jebco, Kennwu 
Manufacturing, Microclean Tech 
Rubber, Riverstone Resources, Kinta 
Rubber Works, Getahindus, Gateway 
Industrial Corporation, Smart Glove 
Corporation, hartalega holdings, 
Fudex Rubber Products and RICS 
Sdn Bhd. MRPMA, MARGMA, MRB 
and SIRIM represented associations, 
research institutes and the 
government sector.

Representatives from MRPMA, 
MARGMA and MRB explained the 
challenges faced by the industry, key 
focus areas of R&D and collaborative 
capabilities under the MREPC ILF. The 
representatives from each university 
were also given the opportunity to 
speak on their latest R&D capabilities. 

After the briefing, MREPC organised 
a “Breakout Meeting” between 
institutions and industry players to 
allow both parties to have discussions 
on potential research collaborations on 
a one-on-one basis.

Overall, industry members and 
universities rated the Interaction 
Session as being very useful. The 
information provided will help industry 
members find suitable researchers 
from universities to collaborate 
on R&D projects, and increase 
researchers’ understanding of the 
current challenges faced by industry 
as well as current industrial focus 
areas. 

ConClusion
The Interaction Session was indeed 

an effective platform for information 
exchange and the formation of 
potential collaborations between 
industry and academia. For details on 
applying for the ILF, please visit the 
MREPC ILF website at http://www.
mrepc.com/industrylinkagefund/. 
Information on the research 
capabilities of universities provided 
during the interaction session has 
been made available at the MREPC 
ILF website. 

Participants from the rubber products industry, universities and research institution showed their 
interests on potential collaboration under the MREPC Industry Linkage Fund Programme

Dato’ Dr. Ong, President of MRPMA, explaining 
the potential and challenges of the Malaysian 
rubber products industry. 

sEVEntY Eight 
PaRtiCiPants from 

10 universities, 14 
manufacturing companies, 

two associations, one 
research institution and 
one government agency 
attended the Interaction 

Session.

FEATURE
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eXPLorinG the 
uS induStriaL 
Safety GLove 

market
mrePC’S new reSearCh rePort 

- market for induStriaL Safety 
GLoveS in the uS – enCouraGeS 

maLaySian rubber ProduCt 
eXPorterS to diverSify into thiS 

hiGh-Growth SeGment in 
the uS, whiCh iS the 

worLd’S LarGeSt 
market for 

induStriaL Safety 
GLoveS.

no rubber glove exporter can afford 
to ignore the sizeable US market 
for industrial safety gloves, with an 
estimated value of US$1.38 billion in 
2016 that is projected to balloon to 
US$1.9 billion by 2021. 

Malaysia is a frontrunner when it 
comes to exporting our rubber gloves 
to the US. Specifically, we have steadily 
grown our exports of disposable gloves 
for non-medical use, with a market 
share of at least 30% of total US 

imports of non-medical rubber gloves. 
Prospects for further market growth are 
bright, because we have yet to fully tap 
demand for gloves in industrial sectors 
such as food processing, automotive, 
machinery, semiconductor and chemical 
industries.

undErstanding thE us 
marKEt

According to the recent research 
report released in January 2018 by 

MREPC - Market for Industrial Safety 
Gloves in the US, reusable gloves 
accounted for 62% of the total US 
market size in 2016 while disposable 
gloves accounted for the remaining 

38%. 
Glove 

consumption was 
highest in the 
food processing 

MARKET INSIGhTS

machinery, semiconductor and chemical 
industries.

undErstanding thE us
marKEt

According to the recent research 
report released in January 2018 by 

38%. 
Glove 

consumption was 
highest in the 
food processing 

gLoVE ConsUMPtion was highEst in the 
food processing industry, at 11% of the total 
market size. Other major industrial users were the 
automotive sector, machinery, semiconductors, 
chemical, oil & gas, aerospace, metal fabrication 
and construction.
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industry, at 11% of the total market 
size. Other major industrial users were 
the automotive sector, machinery, 
semiconductors, chemical, oil & gas, 
aerospace, metal fabrication and 

construction. 
Requirements for higher levels 

of protection as benchmarked by 
revised standards set recently by the 
American National Standards Institute 

(ANSI), combined with demands 
for better dexterity and comfort 
are key trends driving the US glove 
market. Gloves are selected based 
on protection requirements according 
to the Material Safety Data Sheet 
(MSDS) set by the Occupational 
Safety and health Administration’s 
(OShA) or other job safety rules of 
end users. Gloves for food processing 
must comply with the FDA’s indirect 
food additive regulation.

Statistically, wearing gloves 
reduces the risk of hand injury by 
about 60%, making it one of the most 
effective methods of injury prevention. 

Ultra-thin, lightweight and 
ergonomically-enhanced gloves have 
an edge over other types as they 
give added protection against muscle 
injury caused by repetitive hand 
motion. There is also greater demand 
for designs with enhanced cut 
protection that do not compromise on 
dexterity, flexibility and hand function, 
as well as features that allow a tablet 
or smartphone to be operated. 

US manufacturers are highly 
involved in R&D to drive product 
innovation and set high industry 
standards for gloves, and thus pose 
strong competition to exporters, 
especially in an era of rising 
American protectionism.

The major producers of industrial 
safety gloves in the US are Ansell, 
Lakeland Industries, MCR Safety, 
Showa Best Glove and Warwick 
Mills. Ansell was the world’s largest 
industrial safety glove supplier in 
2015. It currently has six brands in 
the market, which address different 
market segments. Ansell also helps 
companies select the right personal 
protective equipment (PPE) solution 
to improve their safety, productivity 
and cost performance, and offers 
PPE vending machines for plants. 
Lakeland is one of nine companies 
licensed in North America to sell 

100% Kevlar gloves; it manufactures 
and sells specially-designed gloves 
using proprietary high-end materials 
and patented technology.

Each of the major US glove 
producers has its own speciality, 
whether it is leather tanning 
facilities, multiple features like 
cut-resistance, needle puncture, 
chemical and biological protection, 
or production facilities in many 
continents. Showa Best Glove, 
for instance, has three plants in 
the US, two in Mexico, and one 
each in Japan, Myanmar, Malaysia 
and Vietnam. It should be noted 
that US imports of seamless 
reusable gloves decreased 4.2% 
from US$122.6 million in 2012 to 
US$103.4 million in 2016. Imports 
of seamed gloves, on the other 
hand, grew 8.4% between 2012 
and 2016.

amEriCan innoVation

MARKET INSIGhTS
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rECommEndEd stratEgy for 
malaysian ExportErs

An increasing labour force, 
coupled with continuous progressive 
hand protection requirements and 
investment in employee protection, 
will continue to fuel demand for 
industrial safety gloves in the US, 
with reusable gloves expected to 
continue dominating the industrial 
safety glove market. All along, 
Malaysia has been one of the key 
suppliers of rubber gloves to the US, 
particularly in the rubber medical 
glove segment. The disposable glove 
segment will remain the primary 
market for Malaysian exporters, given 
its relatively easier access. There 
are still extensive opportunities to 
supply disposable rubber gloves in the 
food handling and food processing 
industries, and cleanroom gloves; the 
major determining factors in these 
segments are price, product quality 
and reliable delivery. however, stiff 
competition can be expected from 
other exporters primarily because of 
this easy access.

Given this scenario, Malaysian 
exporters are therefore encouraged to 
diversify into the higher-value reusable 
glove market segment within the 
industrial safety glove market.  

however, this will be challenging 
as there is a preference for American 

suppliers over foreign sources. At the 
same time, reusable rubber gloves 
face competition from gloves made 
of engineered fabrics or non-rubber 
materials which provide better 
protection and comfort. 

Those looking at the US industrial 
safety glove market should thus 
consider partnering with local 
industrial suppliers which offer one-
stop, personal protective equipment 
solutions, including gloves. Glove 

suppliers are expected to supply 
gloves as well as services such as 
on-site PPE expert consultation and 
vending machines for automated 
dispensing and restocking of 
gloves, for the convenience of 
users. The key aspect of exporting 
is to ensure optimal exposure to 
trading partners and customers. 
Communication is vital, including 
field trips and networking to establish 
direct business contacts with 
prospective partners. Trade fairs are 
also an excellent way of identifying 
industry trends and developments 
and contacting potential buyers. 
Major events are the Professional 
Development Conference and 
Exposition by the American Society 
of Safety Engineers (ASSE) and 
the National Safety Council (NSC) 
Congress and Expo, in June and 
October 2018, respectively.

For more information, please refer 
to the MREPC research report entitled 
Market for Industrial Safety Gloves 
in the US (January 2018) available at 
MREPC Resource Centre or online at 
www.mrepc-elibrary.com.

thosE LooKing at 
the US industrial safety 

glove market should thus 
consider partnering with 
local industrial suppliers 

which offer one-stop, 
personal protective 

equipment solutions, 
including gloves. Glove 

suppliers are expected to 
supply gloves as well as 
services such as on-site 
PPE expert consultation 

and vending machines for 
automated dispensing and 

restocking of gloves, for the 
convenience of users. 
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America and the Caribbean. Although there 
was an increase in the US-based attendees, 
the turnout of visitors from the Caribbean, 
Latin American, European and African regions 
had decreased probably due to the venue 
relocation. The largest group of visitors 
comprised dealers and distributors, followed 
by hospitals and clinics, and manufacturers. 

About 1,500 exhibitors participated in 
FIME, which also had 16 country pavilions, 
including MREPC’s. MREPC has organised 
the Malaysian pavilion for the past six years. 
In 2017, MREPC led five Malaysian rubber 
product manufacturers – Alliance Rubber, 
ASAP, hartalega, Kossan and Jebco – to 
explore the possibility of supplying rubber 
parts for medical equipment and machinery. 
The majority of the visitors to the MREPC 
pavilion were distributors with most enquiries 
on medical gloves, followed by condoms and 
catheters. Some 76 trade enquiries were 
recorded, the majority of which were from the 
US, followed by Mexico, Colombia, Argentina 
and China.

fimE, orlando, usa, 8 - 10 August 2017

Established in 1980, the Florida International Medical Expo 
(FIME) was recently relocated from Miami to Orlando, where it will 
remain for the next three years. MEDLAB Americas, an exhibition 
and conference focusing on medical laboratory and diagnostics, 
was also launched as part of FIME 2017.

This year’s FIME attracted 20,243 attendees from 38 countries. 
The majority of the attendees were from the US, Canada, Latin 

Four rubber medical device 
manufacturers – Biomax, hartalega, 
Top Glove and Winmed – together 
with MREPC participated in Medicall. 
Widely considered as India’s premier 
hospital needs and equipment 
exposition, Medicall attracted 650 
exhibitors from 13 countries. More 
than 10,000 hospital owners, dealers 
and distributors across India visited 
Medicall to source hospital equipment 
and supplies.

MREPC received 135 trade 
enquiries at Medicall. The enquiries 
were on examination gloves, surgical 
gloves, general rubber medical 
devices, Foley catheters, condoms 
and other types of gloves such as 
household gloves, cleanroom gloves, 
industrial gloves, radiation gloves, 
gynaecology gloves and veterinary 
gloves. All of the visitors were from 
India, comprising traders, distributors, 
retailers, importers, manufacturers 
and others. MREPC arranged 34 
business meetings with participating 

mEdiCall, ChEnnai, india
28 - 30 July 2017

Malaysian manufacturers during the 
show.

Upon analysis, MREPC noted that 
there has been a decline in the quality 
of visitors to the show compared to 
the 2016 edition, due to fewer doctors 
and staff from hospitals and nursing 
homes visiting the show. Exporters 

faced yet another challenge due to the 
GST implementation on 1 July 2017 
at a rate of 12%, which meant that 
India’s import of gloves in July was 
flat. Nevertheless, industry members 
supported the implementation of GST 
and are hopeful that glove imports will 
rise once the market has assimilated 
the tax reform.

Business-matching session between a Malaysian company and potential buyers

A Malaysian exhibitor attending to 
visitors at the MREPC Pavilion

MARKET PROMOTION
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World CongrEss of surgEry, basEl, sWitzErland, 13 - 17 August 2017

The International Society of 
Surgery (ISS) has organised the 
World Congress of Surgery (formerly 
called International Surgical Week) 
biennially since 1905. The aim of the 
World Congress of Surgery (WCS) 
is to have all surgical subspecialties 
meet under one roof and enhance 
mutual exchange of knowledge and 
techniques in the surgical field. This 
year’s 47th WCS attracted more than 
2,000 visitors, the majority of whom 
were surgeons from various medical 
specialties worldwide.

At the 47th WCS, MREPC 
and two Malaysian rubber glove 
manufacturers showcased 
advancements in Malaysian glove 
manufacturing, particularly innovation 
in rubber medical gloves, availability 
of deformed hand gloves, customised 
medical gloves and other rubber 
medical devices. Recognising 
the importance of disseminating 
accurate, best practice information 
to participants (most of whom were 
experienced surgeons), MREPC 
assigned its Technical Advisor for 

Latex Products, Dr. Eng Aik hwee, to 
the frontline.

Wear Safe Malaysia participated 
under MREPC’s umbrella booth 
concept while Adventa health 
participated on its own. MREPC 
received 54 enquiries from 30 
countries; the majority from Asia, 
followed by Europe, Middle East, 
Africa, and South America. Ninety 
six percent of the enquiries were 
from surgeons specialising in various 
fields.

proper use of rubber medical gloves, 
particularly in minimising hospital-
acquired infections.

Besides highlighting current 
developments in the healthcare 
industry, the seminars provided 
a platform for industry experts 
to establish networking with the 
Malaysian delegation. Three  

MREPC organised a special mission 
to China from 20 to 26 August 2017 to 
tap the country’s huge market potential. 
Led by MREPC’s CEO, the mission 
focused on medical gloves and other 
rubber medical devices in the cities of 
Xiamen and Guangzhou. Eight Malaysia 
rubber medical device manufacturers 
participated in the mission: Koon Seng, 
TCS Quality & Productivity, Top Glove, 
Riverstone Resources, Titi Glove, 
Adventa health, Biomax and hartalega.

The delegation met with medical 
professionals and healthcare personnel 
during educational seminars in Xiamen 
and Guangzhou which featured 
experts from China and Malaysia. The 
educational seminars were part of 
MREPC’s continuous efforts to reach 
out to healthcare personnel in China 
to enhance awareness and promote 

ChECKing out China 20 - 26 August 2017 

Dr. Eng Aik Hwee, MREPC Technical Advisor, attending to visitors at the MREPC booth

Business-matching session in Xiamen

Group photo at Double One Latex Products Co. Ltd. in Guangzhou
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papers were presented for each 
seminar; in Xiamen, Dr. huang hui Ping 
from the Infection Control Department, 
Xiamen First Affiliated hospital of 
Xiamen University presented “hand 
hygiene and Infection Control in 
healthcare Setting” and Madam Zhang 
Yi Bo from Infection Management Unit 
of Shanghai Ruijin hospital presented 
“The Clinical Practice of Medical 
Gloves.”

In Guangzhou, Zhang Xiao huan 
from Guanghua College of Stomatology, 

Sun Yat Sen University, presented 
a paper on “Importance of Medical 
Glove and Infection Control” and 
Mr. Liu Yuan, Deputy Director of the 
Guangzhou Centre for Disease Control 
and Prevention spoke on “hospital 
Infection Control and Prevention.” Dr. 
Eng Aik hwee from MREPC presented 
“Know Your Medical Gloves for Better 
Protection” in both cities. The seminars 
drew a total of 211 participants.

Besides the seminars, there were 
15 business-matching sessions 

arranged for Malaysian manufacturers. 
A roundtable discussion in Xiamen 
and Guangzhou attracted participation 
from 41 rubber medical device 
importers, buyers, distributors 
and associations. The delegates 
also visited Nosocomial Infection 
Control Centre and Camphill Group 
in Xiamen, the Guangdong Private 
Dental Association and Double One 
Latex Products Co Ltd in Guangzhou 
for updates on infection control and 
China’s healthcare sector.

EnhanCing indian intEraCtion
8 - 14 October 2017

MREPC organised a specialised 
mission on rubber medical gloves 
to India from 8 - 14 October 2017, 
led by its CEO. The mission covered 
hyderabad and Ahmedabad, 
two important markets in India. 
Malaysian glove manufacturer 
hartalega participated in this 
mission.

A seminar on “Managing Infection 
Control – Selecting the Right Gloves” 
was held in both cities. Two papers 
were presented by local experts 
while MREPC’s speaker delivered a 
paper in each seminar, reaching 330 
nursing students, healthcare workers, 
importers and distributors. These 
educational seminars are part of 

MREPC’s efforts to enhance awareness 
and promote appropriate use of rubber 
medical gloves to minimise infection 
among healthcare personnel in India. 
Three business-matching sessions with 
potential Indian buyers were organised 
for hartalega.

Roundtable discussions with rubber 
medical device importers and distributors 
in hyderabad and Ahmedabad were also 
conducted. The interactive discussion 
provided useful feedback on trade 
in rubber medical devices between 
Malaysia and India as well as updates on 
India’s healthcare industry.

In addition, the delegates visited the 
Federation of Telangana and Andhra 
Pradesh Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FTAPCCI) and Krishna 
Institute of Medical Sciences (KIMS) 
hospital, both located in hyderabad, to 
establish networking and learn the latest 
developments in the Indian healthcare 
sector.

Gloves educational seminar in Xiamen

Full house at the MREPC ‘Managing Infection Control - 
Selecting the Right Gloves’ seminar in Ahmedabad

Roundtable discussion with rubber medical device 
importers and distributors in Ahmedabad

A participant asking a question during the ‘Managing Infection 
Control - Selecting the Right Gloves’ seminar in Ahmedabad

Business-matching session in Guangzhou

MARKET PROMOTION
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YB Datuk Seri Mah Siew 
Keong, former Minister 
for Plantation Industries 
& Commodities, led a 
mission to ho Chi Minh 
City and hanoi in Vietnam, 
from 2 to 4 October 2017. 
MREPC, Malaysian Rubber 
Board, Malaysian Palm 
Oil Board, and Malaysian 
Pepper Board participated, 
and had the opportunity of 
meeting Vietnam’s Minister 
for Agriculture & Rural 
Development. As Chairman 
of the International Rubber 
Tripartite Council (ITRC) 
for 2017, Malaysia invited 
Vietnam to be a full member 
of the Council. Following 
Vietnam’s commitment to 
adopting the resolutions 
tabled by ITRC member 
countries at the body’s 
conference in Bangkok, it 
has agreed to extend its 
use of natural rubber in 
domestic rubberised road 
construction.

Visiting ViEtnam
2 - 4 October 2017

a+a, dussEldorf, gErmany, 17 - 20 October 2017

The sixth edition of Medic West 
Africa, which occupied over 8,000m2 
of exhibition floor space, drew more 
than 300 exhibitors from 32 countries. 
Over 200 product categories from 
medical technology to laboratory, 
pharmaceuticals and advances in 
healthcare were showcased to 
more than 4,000 visitors from the 
West African region. Six Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD) 

accredited conferences were also held 
in tandem.

The MREPC promotional booth 
received a total of 102 trade enquiries 
primarily on gloves, general rubber 
medical devices, rubber catheters, and 
condoms. Most enquiries were received 
from Nigerian importers, distributors, 
and hospitals and associations. 
Malaysian company TG Medical also 
participated in this show on its own.

mEdiC WEst afriCa, lagos, nigEria
11 - 13 October 2017

MREPC officers attending to an inquiry on 
Malaysian rubber medical devices

Participating Malaysian exhibitors and MREPC officers at the A+A Dusseldorf 

The 31st edition of A+A 
covered an extensive bandwidth 
of the latest global trends and 
products in industrial safety, health 
promotion in the workplace and 
safety management at work. This 

year marked MREPC’s fourth 
participation in the biennial event, 
together with ten Malaysian rubber 
product manufacturers: ASAP, KLK, 
Kossan, Alliance Rubber, Nastah, 
Professional Latex, Kumpulan Jebco, 

TCS, hartalega and Biomax, who 
showcased a wide array of rubber 
personal protective equipment. Six 
other Malaysian rubber product 
manufacturers – Duramitt, Rubberex, 
Sumirubber, GB Industries, Smart  
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Glove and Top Glove – participated on 
their own.

MREPC’s pavilion was more 
strategically placed this year, and hence 
drew more visitors. MREPC received 76 
trade enquiries, the majority of which 
pertained to industrial gloves, followed 
by disposable gloves, household gloves, 
and insulation gloves. Most enquiries 
received were from Europe, followed by 
the Americas, Asia, Africa and Oceania. 
The majority of visitors to the MREPC 
booth were importers, and a total of 52 
business matches were successfully 
arranged. 

MREPC officers also noted that 
the new PPE Regulation EU 2016/425 
will be fully enforced in 2018. In this 
regard, Malaysian glove manufacturers 

More than 2,200 exhibitors 
comprising automotive aftermarket 
manufacturers and suppliers 
showcased their products, services 
and technologies to 44,000 buyers 
at AAPEX 2017. MREPC’s pavilion 
housed nine Malaysian rubber 
product manufacturers: Biomax, 
Cooltec, Fudex, Good Rubber Works, 
Kumpulan Jebco, Pro-Tec Industries, 
Schmaco, Sri Kota and Supermax. A 
Malaysian manufacturer, hML Auto, 
participated on its own.

MREPC received fifteen trade 

enquiries, the majority of which were 
from the USA. The most sought-after 
product was rubber hoses, followed 
by industrial gloves, insulation 
gloves, rubber belts, weather strips, 
engine mountings, rubber bumpers 
and rubber seals. A total of 536 
visitors and 135 trade enquiries were 
reported by the nine manufacturers.

Out of the 133 rubber automotive 
component exhibitors at the show, 
China dominated with 55 exhibitors, 
followed by Taiwan, USA and India. 
In terms of products, significant 

numbers of exhibitors promoted 
rubber-to-metal bonded parts, rubber 
bushings, gaskets and seals, hoses 
and O-rings. There were also 12 
exhibitors from the US and Malaysia 
promoting industrial gloves at 
the show. Several rubber product 
exhibitors showcased their new 
products at AAPEX. They included 
Goodyear displaying its “Repelmax” 
wiper blade, Michelin (“Tweel” airless 
radial tyres) and Adenna (“Catch” and 
“Die hard” rubber gloves).

aapEx, las VEgas, usa, 31 OctOber - 2 NOvember 2017

Trade visitors at the MREPC Pavilion

One of the Malaysian rubber automotive companies participating under MREPC 

anticipated higher costs on product testing in order to comply with the 
new regulation.

MARKET PROMOTION
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Mr. Brandon Chan, Deputy CEO of MREPC, 
promoting IRGCE 2018 at MEDICA 

MEDICA 2017 drew more than 120,000 visitors from 
130 countries, of which over 60% were from countries 
outside Germany. Apart from European visitors, there 
were visitors from China, India, Colombia and Nepal. A 
large proportion of the 5,100 exhibitors represented more 
than 60 countries and showcased products for outpatient 
and inpatient care, to innovations in products for the sports 
segment.

Twenty-one Malaysian rubber medical device 
companies participated: Adventa, Alliance Rubber, AXG 
Industries, Best Putra, Careplus, Central Medicare, Cross 
Protection, Diptech, hartalega, Karex, Koon Seng, Kossan, 
Meditech, Riverstone, Rubberex, Sanctuary health, Smart 
Glove, Supermax, Top Glove, WRP and YTY. MREPC 
received 209 trade enquiries from 80 countries, with most 
of the enquiries related to medical gloves specifically 
on surgical gloves, latex examination gloves, nitrile 
examination gloves and other types.

Enquiries were also received for catheters, probe 
covers and condoms, and non-medical gloves. Visitors to 
the MREPC booth were primarily distributors mainly from 
Europe, Africa, Asia and the Middle East. 

hartalega introduced new antimicrobial examination 
gloves at MEDICA, and these are expected to be made 
available in the US pending FDA approval. Sanctuary health 
promoted its new product, Flossband. Jointly developed 
with renowned sports physiotherapist Sven Kruse, it can 
increase joint mobility, training recovery and rehabilitation.

The three main trends observed among products 
promoted at MEDICA this year were digitalisation, 

mEdiCa, dussEldorf, gErmany, 13 - 16 November 2017

dematerialisation and tinier components. Digitalisation is fast 
penetrating the medical care sector, with economic feasibility 
and easy handling of medical technology devices and products 
as the main selling points. Most of the high-tech products 
can be connected and accessed remotely via tablet and 
smartphone apps.

 Notably, innovation has become overwhelmingly software-
based, with hardware becoming lighter and more compact. 
Dematerialisation trends were evident in innovative new 
products like the “ultrasound-to-go” equipment which comes 
with a mobile app that can be used even in the field of 
cardiology. Miniaturised components were also showcased, 
such as sensors, rechargeable batteries, and radio-frequency 
identification (RFID)  technology which can be worn or 
implanted.

automEChaniKa, shanghai, China
29 November - 2 December 2017

The 13th Automechanika Shanghai was the most successful 
to date. Following a 9% increase in exhibition space to 
340,000m2 and the opening of two new halls in 2017, total 
exhibitors grew by 5% from 2016 to 6,051 from 40 countries, 
while trade visitors rose by 8% from 2016 to over 130,000.

One of the most visited exhibitions, the 84m2 MREPC 
Pavilion housed eight Malaysian manufacturers: ASAP, Cooltec, 
Fudex, Good Rubber Works, hML Auto, Kennwu, Jeb Auto 
and Sarpi. Five Malaysian rubber product manufacturers 
participated independently: Pro-Tec, Schmaco, Goodlife 
Elastomer, Jebco and Sri Kota. Seventeen business meetings 
were coordinated with participating Malaysian manufacturers.

MREPC received 53 trade enquiries, mostly on industrial 
gloves, engine mountings and each for CV boots, O-rings and 
seals. China accounted for 81% of visitors to the MREPC pavilion, 
comprising manufacturers, distributors, importers and traders. 

Market intelligence found that due to price competition, 
some exhibitors bypassed China importers and connected with 
international buyers who preferred Malaysian-made products 
for consistent quality. Meanwhile, 

MREPC Pavilion stands out at Automechanika Shanghai

China’s intent to replace fuel-driven cars by 2030 
with electric cars could impact negatively on export 
of certain Malaysian rubber automotive components.
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EVENTS / WORKShOPS

political environment and economic 
reforms, and how these relate to the 
success of any industry. Identifying the 
automobile, automotive component, 
biotechnology, pharmaceutical, tourism, 
hospitality and wellness sectors that 
are currently the focus of the Indian 
government, he stressed that there 
were serious efforts to boost domestic 
manufacturing through developing 
manufacturing parks. his presentation 
also covered new regulations that 
will take effect in 2018, and other 
government efforts to regulate industry.

Lio Lan Sing and Chang Kah Chun 
of MREPC China spoke about the 
opportunities and challenges of China’s 
Rubber Products Market. In 2016, 
Malaysia exported RM841.80 million 
worth of rubber and rubber products to 
China, Lio said, identifying China’s car-
replacement market as one with great 
potential for Malaysian manufacturers 
of automotive parts. Chang Kah Chun 
presented on latex goods and explained 
the export growth of Malaysian goods 
like rubber gloves, catheters and 
condoms to China, which is the second-
largest economy and the second-largest 
healthcare market in the world.

he also spoke on China’s 
healthcare system while Lio added 
information about China’s Food & 
Drug Administration (CFDA) medical 
device pre-market requirements. In 
addition, Chang spoke about new 
energy vehicles (NEVs) entering the 
Chinese market, and the dynamic online 
presence of China’s manufacturers, 
wholesalers and retailers.

“Trends, Opportunities and 
Challenges in Key Markets for Rubber 
Products: USA, India and China” was 
a half-day briefing for rubber product 
manufacturers and exporters, held on 
11 July 2017. It was aimed at providing 
an overview and understanding of 
the Indian, Chinese and US markets, 
and was an update on the latest 
developments, opportunities and 
challenges of various sectors within 
the rubber industry such as medical, 
automotive and industrial segments 
as well as the political and economic 
outlook. The event drew 61 participants 
from 37 companies and government 
agencies.

Four papers were presented by 
MREPC’s economic & market research 
advisor and MREPC representative 
officers from India, China and the US. 
Ms. Loy Wee Len, Economics & Market 
Research Advisor of MREPC, spoke 
on the performance of the Malaysian 
economy, giving an overview of the 
global economic outlook for 2017 - 2018 
and explaining Malaysia’s performance 
in different economic sectors. She 
highlighted the export performance of 

Malaysia, including rubber products and 
export destinations, and spoke of the 
challenges facing the economy, which 
included low technology adoption, 
over-dependence on foreign labour, lack 
of product development and quality 
enhancement, among others.

In his paper “Marketing 
Opportunities for the USA Market,” 
Donny Chan of MREPC USA shared 
the latest developments in the US 
rubber product market, including the 
medical, automotive and industrial 
segments. The US market, Chan said, 
was the largest medical market globally 
with more than 7,000 medical device 
providers. he gave insights into market 
structures and methods, and spoke 
on less traditional market sectors like 
tattooing and piercing, aerospace, 
electrical, logistics and food processing. 
The US automotive aftermarket, he said, 
is expected to grow but manufacturers 
looking to enter it must understand the 
current regulations and comply strictly.

Samir Shah of MREPC India 
presented a paper, “Growth Prospects 
in the Changing Political and Regulatory 
Environment” that covered the Indian 

uSa, india, China: trends, 
opportunities and Challenges |  11 July 2017

MREPC’s CEO welcomes the participants to MREPC with her opening remarks

Good attendance and interest at the seminar

Representatives of MREPC overseas offices, from left Mr. Samir Shah from MREPC India, 
Mr. Donny Chan (USA), Ms. Lio Lan Sing and Mr. Chang Kah Chun (China)
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held on 24 August 2017, the full-
day seminar on “Understanding Risk 
Management and Assessment in 
Manufacturing Industry” provided 
an overview of the risk assessment, 
management and control practices for 
business and manufacturing operations, 
and highlighted strategies to recognise 
risks, assess probabilities and potential 
impacts. The seminar attracted 45 
participants from 24 companies, and 
was presented by S Suresh Kumar, a 
trained and certified risk management 
professional in the area of Supply Chain 
Management and Brand Protection.

his presentation covered ISO 31000: 
Risk Management, ISO 9001: 2015 and 
Industrial Manufacturing Standards. 
Focusing on five important elements 

understanding risk 
management and 
assessment |  24 august 2017

in operational risk management – 
external threats, supporting resources, 
people, information systems and work 
processes – he gave relevant examples 
which frequently occur in industrial 
environments. Besides this, he spoke 
on compliance, stating three categories 
that are mandatory for every company: 
legal, standards and best practices. The 
purpose of compliance, he stressed, 
was to improve asset management.

In strategic planning, three items 
are essential: risk management, crisis 
management (damage control and 
recovery) and business continuity. 
Risk management is undertaken 

through making risk assessment, 
risk analysis, risk evaluation and risk 
treatment. Explaining the issue of 
business continuity planning (BCP), as 
a management process that identifies 
potential impacts that threaten an 
organisation, he said that it could 
also provide a framework to build 
resilience of the business to threats and 
challenges through building capability 
for effective response that safeguards 
the interest of key stakeholders.

Smk Puterijaya visits mrePC |  11 october 2017

SMK Puterijaya was invited to 
visit MREPC as part of MREPC’s 
Educational Programme 2017. On 11 
October 2017, 42 students from the 
school’s Lower 6th Form participated 
in the day’s activities, accompanied 
by two teachers. The objectives of the 
MREPC Educational Programme are to 
impart knowledge of rubber and rubber 
products, the history of rubber and the 
development of the rubber industry 
in Malaysia, thereby reviving interest 
and creating awareness among young 
Malaysians of the vast opportunities 
the industry offers. The programme 
also introduced the students to the 
functions of MREPC and provided 

information on scholarships and career 
opportunities in the industry.

On arrival at MREPC, the students 
and teachers were welcomed by 
Deputy CEO Brandon Chan. The 
students were later briefed on the 
rubber products industry in Malaysia, 
MREPC’s functions and services, 
MREPC Scholarship Fund Programme 
and its hiring Solution Service. The 
students then visited the MREPC 
Product Gallery and Resource Centre 
and were briefed on Malaysian-
made rubber products.They later 
participated in a Rubber Product Trivia 
Quiz to test their knowledge on the 
industry. A creative activity session 

followed, involving fun rubber products 
like balloons and rubber bands. The 
students exhibited great interactivity and 
teamwork!

The day’s programme wrapped 
with prize-giving and presentation 
of rubber sports equipment to SMK 
Puterijaya, and a photography session 
to commemorate the occasion. 
The students seemed pleased and 
appreciated the opportunity to spend 
time at MREPC and learn more about 
the rubber industry.

There was positive feedback from 
the students with the majority finding it 
educational, interesting and entertaining. 
They found the information provided by 
MREPC very enlightening; many even 
described the Trivia Quiz as “Fun!” and 
indicated they really wanted to learn 
more because the way the programme 
was conducted was “very professional 
and precise.” One respondent via the 
feedback questionnaire even urged 
MREPC to offer it nationally to “spread 
the positivity.” Most importantly, they 
found the Educational Programme of 
great relevance, and that it had changed 
their perceptions towards the rubber 
industry.

Group discussion during the workshop

Students were briefed on a wide range of Malaysian-made rubber products displayed at the MREPC office

EVENTS / WORKShOPS
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A total of 45 participants from 23 
companies attended MREPC’s briefing 
on ‘Medical Device Act 738 & 737 and 
Enforcement Regulation on the Medical 
Device Act’ on 28 November 2017. The 
briefing highlighted recent developments 
and updates to the Medical Device Act 
738 and 737, and was intended to provide 
guidance on procedures and enforcement 

medical device act 738 and 737: 
enforcement regulations |  28 november 2017

regulations required by the Act.
Ahmad Shariff hambali, Senior 

Principal Assistant Director of the 
Medical Device Authority (MDA), 
explained the medical device regulatory 
system, including the two Acts and 
subsidiary legislation. he said that as an 
authority body, the MDA’s role is to: 
•	 appoint	committees	to	assist	in	

the performance of the Authority’s 
functions of implementing, 
enforcing, considering and 
recommending reformation of 
medical device laws

•	 regulate	all	matters	in	relation	to	
medical devices, their industries and 
activities

•	 encourage	and	promote	the	
development of the medical device 
industry

•	 provide	consultancy	and	advisory	
services

•	 utilise	the	property	of	the	Authority	
expediently and impose fees and 
charges for services rendered.
These functions are undertaken by 

the MDA’s four divisions: Registration, 
Licensing & Enforcement; Policy, Code, 
Standard & Industrial Assistance; 
Clinical Evaluation & Tech Support; 
and Administration & Management 
Services. Ahmad Shariff explained  Participants  from the Malaysian rubber medical devices industry listening to the briefing by MDA

rubber Products for the Construction and 
infrastructure Sectors - opportunities & 
Challenges |  25 october 2017

Ir Dr. Zuhairi Abdul Hamid of 
CREAM presenting his paper

EVENTS / WORKShOPS

A half-day seminar on ‘Rubber 
Products for the Construction and 
Infrastructure Sectors: Opportunities 
& Challenges’ was held on 25 October 
2017.  The seminar gave insights into 
the markets of rubber products for 
the construction and infrastructure 
sectors in Indonesia and India, 
highlighting market entry requirements, 
procurement policies, supply channels, 
key stakeholders and market outlook. 

In a paper “Rubber Products 
for the Construction Industry in 
Indonesia,” MREPC gave an overview 
of the Indonesian construction sector 

including size, infrastructure projects 
and government’s infrastructure 
agenda. Demand for rubber products 
is projected to increase in 2019 
based on government spending on 
infrastructure. Some products that 
could see a rise in demand are dock 
fenders, waterstops, rubber bearings, 
expansion joints, rail pads and conveyor 
belts. The construction supply chain, 
key stakeholders, sources of imports, 
import regulations and key standards 
were also covered.

Speaking on “Potential and 
Engineering Requirements for Rubber 
Components in the Construction 
Industry,” Ir Dr. Zuhairi Abdul hamid 

of Construction Research Institute 
of Malaysia (CREAM) covered 
requirements for rubber components in 
the local construction industry, outlining 
the importance of construction projects 
that could potentially transform the 
Malaysian economy in both the public 
and private sectors, particularly the 
high-impact projects announced 
under Budget 2017 and the 11th 
Malaysia Plan. he also introduced the 
Construction Industry Development 
Board (CIDB) Technical Opinion 
Programme, which evaluates products, 
materials, components or systems 
for the Industrialised Building System 
(IBS).

In a paper, “Export Opportunities for 
Rubber Products in the Infrastructure 
in India,” MREPC presented the Indian 
environment and market, including 
export opportunities and its transport 
sector. India intends to accelerate 
infrastructure development and fast-
track stalled projects that include roads 
and bridges, railways, airports and 
seaports. Key rubber products in the 
Indian transport infrastructure sector will 
be expansion joints, rubber insulated 
wires and cables, dock fenders, bridge 
bearings and rail pads. This market is 
estimated to be worth US$443 million 
by 2020.
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The Blue Ocean Leadership seminar, 
held on 13 December, attracted 39 
participants from 19 companies. The 
main objectives of the seminar were 
to provide knowledge and skills on 
the Blue Ocean Leadership (BOL) and 
to learn and understand the tools, 
methodologies, processes, guidelines, 
procedures and functions of BOL for 
implementation in company operations. 
The seminar was presented by Dr. 
Mohd Bakhari Ismail, a certified learning 
and development professional with 
more than 20 years of experience 
in the public sector, who has been 
with the National Institute of Public 
Administration (INTAN) since 2011.

he explained the BOL theories and 
concepts, defining ‘engaged employees’ 
as enthusiastic, committed and willing 
to go the extra mile; ‘unengaged 
employees’ on the other hand put time, 
but no energy or passion into their 
work, and are generally unconcerned 
about productivity or purpose. They are 
unhappy at work, tend to have more 

blue ocean Leadership: release your 
untapped talent! |  13 december 2017

on-the-job accidents, and are constantly 
negative and hostile towards the 
organisation. he described the BOL as 
a leap in leadership strength that rapidly 
releases untapped organisational talent 
and energy.

Its first step, he said requires 
the organisation to understand 
how employees experience current 
leadership; the second step is to 
develop its alternative leadership 
profiles. The third is discussing to-be 
leadership profiles for every level of 

leadership by understanding various 
relevant factors, and the final step 
is to institutionalise new leadership 
practices by disseminating new 
leadership profiles and conducting 
frequent meetings for monitoring of 
implementation achievements.

he stressed the importance of a 
Plan of Action – a guideline on how 
to execute Key Leadership Activities 
(KLAs) that should identify specific 
persons responsible and accountable 
for tracing progress, keeping 
teams informed, ensuring timely 
execution and proposing necessary 
adjustments.

the regulatory framework and shared 
elements of conformity assessments, 
stressing that regulatory control was 
based on the vulnerability of the human 
body, technical design and manufacture 
of the medical device. The Conformity 
Assessment Board determines whether 
the required technical regulations and 
standards have been fulfilled.

Idamazura Idris, MDA’s Principal 
Assistant Director, spoke on 
“Enforcement Regulations of the Medical 
Device Act” in which she covered 
enforcement of the Medical Device 

Act 2012 (Act 737). The objective of 
enforcement is to address public health 
and safety issues and facilitate the 
medical device trade and industry, she 
said. The MDA offers services that include 
legislative tools, guidance documents, 
standards and guidelines that could help 
manufacturers with compliance.

She also discussed Medical Device 
and CAB (Part II), Licence and Permit (Part 
III),  Appeal (Part IV) and Enforcement 
Provisions (Part V), pointing out in 
particular the offences committed by 
manufacturers, the penalties imposed 
and other legal measures taken by 
the Authority such as cancellation of 
registration, suspension or revocation 
of establishment licence and permit. 
Speaking about the provision on 
enforcement specified in Part V of Act 
737 from Section 48 to Section 66, she 
stressed that this included registration, 
confidential business information, public 
disclosure, compounding of offences, 
prosecution, false declaration, general 
penalty, and the power to exempt, among 
others.

Participants in conversation with the speakers at 
the end of the briefing

Mr. Ahmad Shariff Hambali of MDA 
explaining on the medical device 

regulatory system.

Dr. Mohd Bakhari Ismail of INTAN Group activities conducted during the workshop
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Events date location

July

MEDITECh 3 – 6 July 2018 Bogota, Colombia

International AIDS Conference 23 – 27 July 2018 Amsterdam, Netherlands

sEptEmbEr

9th International Rubber Glove Conference & Exhibition + 
International Rubber Conference

4 – 6 September 2018 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Automechanika Frankfurt 11 – 15 September 2018 Frankfurt, Germany

MREPC Specialised Mission to the Philippines on Engineering 
Rubber Products 

16 – 22 September 2018 Manila, Philippines

oCtobEr

Automotive Aftermarket Products Expo (AAPEX) 30 Oct – 1 Nov 2018 Las Vegas, USA

noVEmbEr

Myanauto 9 – 11 November 2018 Yangon, Myanmar

MEDICA 12 – 15 November 2018 Dusseldorf, Germany

Automechanika Shanghai 28 Nov – 1 Dec 2018 Shanghai, China

marKEt promotion aCtiVitiEs 

month Events date

June Workshop on Big Data Analytics 28 June 2018

July EU REACh Regulation and Certification 19 July 2018

august Briefing by MREPC Overseas Representatives on Key Trends, Opportunities 
and Challenges in the USA, China and India

7 August 2018

september MREPC International Branding Seminar 26 September 2018

october Workshop on 80/20 Principle in Management

Market Information Seminar on Cost Competitiveness Benchmarking for 
Dry Rubber Products, Rubber Automotive Parts in the Philippines and Global 
Markets for Precured Treads

3 October 2018

18 October 2018

november Briefing on Requirements of Exports to Europe for Rubber Products

Market Information Seminar on Cost Competitiveness Benchmarking for Latex 
Products, Medical Gloves in Colombia, Peru & Venezuela, Rubber Gloves 
Manufacturing in China and Medical Device Procurement Practices in Middle 
East, Africa & South Africa

13 November 2018

22 November2018

note: Event details are correct at the time of publication but may be subject to change.

sEminars, briEfings & WorKshops

note: Event details are correct at the time of publication but may be subject to change.
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INNOVATION

A new type of insoluble sulphur has been unveiled 
that claims to help tyre manufacturers and retreaders 
improve the productivity of their compounding 
operations.

Introduced during the ACS Rubber Division 
International Elastomer Conference held in October 
2017 in Cleveland, USA, this product, called Cure Pro, 
is a polymeric form of sulphur that is a non-blooming 
vulcanising agent for rubber, preventing migration and 
bloom that interferes with the tyre-building process.

Compared to traditional insoluble sulphur materials, 
it offers superior dispersion, improved thermal stability, 
enhanced flow, less oil and more sulphur. To ensure 

a steady supply of this new insoluble sulphur, its 
manufacturer, Eastman, will open a new factory in Kuantan 
which will be the world’s largest producer of the item. The 
plant is projected to open in 2018, and it will be one of only 
two plants in the world to manufacture the product, with 
the other in Europe.

Potassium cyanide (KCN) is normally used to 
determine magnesium content in natural rubber 
latex (NRL). Due to the toxicity of potassium 
cyanide, a test method without its use would be 
desirable. A new method has been proposed, which 
allows the quantification of magnesium content 
in NRL at lower concentration limits and smaller 
sample volumes. Furthermore, the reagents used 
in the test kit are stable for more than six months 
at room temperature. Test results using this new 
method were found to be in agreement with those obtained from the conventional 
ISO 17403:2014(E) method. This method offers a low-cost, rapid, simple, selective 
and on-site analysis of magnesium content in NRL.
source: Polymer Testing (2017) 59, 160-167.

a steady supply of this new insoluble sulphur, its 
manufacturer, Eastman, will open a new factory in Kuantan 

New iNsoluble sulphur 
improves compouNdiNg 
productivity

When applied onto a natural rubber 
glove surface, a coating made 
of nanosilica dispersion and a 
polychloroprene-type binder have 
been found to exhibit contact 
angles of more than 150° and 
sliding angles of 7°, giving these 
gloves a superhydrophobic surface 
with excellent water-repellent 
properties. This is useful for keeping 
glove surfaces dry and clean. The 
coated gloves showed comparable 
mechanical properties and 
significantly better alcohol resistance 
when compared to uncoated gloves.
source: Journal of Nanomaterials 
(2017) 2017, Article 
ID 2102467 (Open 
access)

supEr Coats 
for nr surfaCEs
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(2017) 2017, Article 
ID 2102467 (Open 
access)

tEsting nrl for magnEsium

lEt your tyrEs 
talK to your phonE

Tyre manufacturers are now 
able to make a connection 
between tyres and remote 
measurement systems by 

embedding 
electronic 
sensors 
inside tyres to 
collect information and 
transmit it to maintenance and operations databases. This 
makes it convenient and easier when it comes to taking tyre 
pressure, for instance, as the digital data can be transmitted 
to a smart phone without manual intervention. Set to debut 
in 2019, the system will be deployed by the aviation industry 
in aircraft tyres.
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