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T his year, the MREPC Scholarship 
Awards enters its third year 

of implementation. This initiative, to 
attract the best and brightest young 
Malaysians to the rubber product 
industry, has been well received by 
rubber product companies as well as 
the universities. The response from 
students has been overwhelming, with 
3,202 on-line applications received 
after the announcement for the Awards 
was made in print media and through 
social networking sites.

Recognising that the rubber product 
industry in Malaysia faced a shortage of 
qualified, professional manpower, MREPC in 2011 initiated a program to 
offer scholarships in relevant disciplines to deserving young Malaysians who 
had gained acceptance into tertiary institutions in Malaysia. The recipients 
would be required to serve companies in the rubber product industry for 
a period equivalent to the number of years they received the scholarship 
award. The expectation was that they would stay on in the industry if they 
learned specific skills and acquired aptitude and experience which would 
enable them to perform well in their chosen fields.

In June 2011, at its inception, 19 scholarships were awarded by MREPC. 
In 2012, 28 students were selected for scholarship awards. At the time 
the MREPC Scholarship Awards for 2013 were announced, 28 MREPC 
scholars were undergoing various degree programs in public and private 
universities in Malaysia; seven had completed their studies and were 
working in compliance to the terms of their scholarship agreement. Five 
were undergoing internships in rubber product companies. Five students 
have withdrawn and terminated their scholarship agreements, mainly to 
pursue post-graduate studies.

This year, a total of 52 students were offered MREPC scholarships, 
including 12 from Sabah and Sarawak. Of these, 42 have accepted the offer 
and are in the process of signing the scholarship agreement with MREPC. 
A number of rubber product companies have come forward to select and 
co-sponsor the candidates who they feel would be most suitable for their 
needs. Some of the 27 award candidates on the reserve list are also being 
considered by the industry.

The response from the industry, from the educational institutions and 
from the students lends credibility to MREPC’s efforts at finding a long 
term solution to the dearth of qualified talent in the rubber product 
industry. At the same time, this initiative gives the rubber product industry 
a recognizable and friendly public face, as it is seen to be contributing in a 
direct and effective way to society. The continuing success of the MREPC 
Scholarship Awards program is dependent, as always, on the support of the 
members of the Malaysian rubber product industry.
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MREPC Scholarship 
Awards 2013

Scholarship Awards 2013
The MREPC Scholarship Awards Programme, with its long term objective of attracting the brightest and the most able 
young Malaysians to the rubber product industry, entered its third year of implementation. A total of 52 undergraduate 
students at Malaysian public and private universities have been offered MREPC Scholarship Awards this year.

MREPC Scholarships awarded 2010 – 2013

Year
No. of Scholarships

MREPC Co-sponsored Total

2010 3 3 6

2011 3 4 7

2012 15 11 26

2013 36 16 52

Total 57 34 91

The MREPC Scholarship Awards are offered to 
selected Malaysian undergraduates who have 
been accepted into a course of study relevant to 
the rubber product industry in either private or 
public universities in Malaysia. The Awards cover 
cost of tuition and provide some contribution 
towards books and living expenses. On graduation, 
the Scholarship recipients are required to take up 
employment with companies in the rubber product 
industry.

A group photo of some of the 2013 MREPC Scholarship Award recipients at the luncheon with co-sponsoring industry members and the selection panel.

This year a total of 3,202 applications were received in response to announcements in the newspapers, on Facebook, 
on the MREPC website and on notice boards in the university campuses. The interview panels established by MREPC 
interviewed 107 short-listed candidates and selected those that were deemed most deserving, through written and 
oral assessments. In line with the needs of the rubber product industry, the bulk of students offered scholarships were 
those who were taking courses in chemical engineering (19), mechanical engineering (12), electronics and electrical 
engineering (6) and business studies (5). Other recipients were enrolled in courses such as information technology 
(IT), environmental studies and economics.
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Mechanical Engineering
Govindraj A/L Gunasekaran, UTHOM
Mohammad Arif Bin Rinaldi, USM
Del Einstein Nasib, UMS
Yem Weng Li, Curtin
Michelle Lu Min Sheue, Curtin
Nur Akmal Binti Azizan, UiTM
Fan Yee Li, UPM
Looi Kar Kin, UTP
Desmond Lim Chin Yoong, UTP
Eric Yap Soon Chai, MMU
Saiful Syazwan B Shamsul Jamil, USM
Muhammad Zaeem Mohamad Zan, USM

Chemical Engineering
Aaron Wee Jun Jac, Curtin
Arati Banu A/P Verasingham, Nottingham
Arvin A/L Arputhan, Nottingham
Mitchell Lim Shyan Wei, Nottingham
Soh Huey Chyi, Monash
Hii Yiik Siang, Curtin
Kong Zong Yang, Swinburne
Tan Ngai Foong, Nottingham
Chew Mei Shien, Monash
Lai Jia Fen, UTP
Mohamad Aswari Bin Basri, UPM
Parimala A/P Devaraj, UM
Tasneem Binti Mohd Nasir, UiTM
Haridas A/L Vijayakumar, UMP
Tan Yoong Chuen, Monash
Nur Izwana Binti Mohd Rahimi, UiTM
Loh Jie Qian, UTP
Nur Liyana Anati Binti Misdan, UiTM
Muhammad Haziq Muhammad Hatta, UPM

Engineering
Lye Yoke Kei, Monash

Electrical / Electronic Engineering
Muhammad Shafiq Fahmi Md Fauzi, UM
Fazira Binti Nan, UNIMAS
Jason Ha Heng Teck, Curtin
Ng Chee Chin, Curtin
Ashwinika A/P Kumaran, UNITEN
Maximilian Wong Jung Sheng, APUCTI
Soo Ming Qua, Monash

Information Technology
Phang Jai Eu, MMU

Computer Systems Engineering
Mohd Hafizudeen Mohd Zaidi. UPM

Applied Chemistry, Science
Nurul Fatin Nadiah Mohamad Dzakir, IIUM
Siti Fariedda Bt Khairi Thaw, UPM

Environmental Studies
Nurazirah Binti Mohd Kassim, UPM

Business Studies / Administration / 
Management
Mohamad Asri Hassan, USM
San Jia Chi, MMU
Ng Zuo Yi, Nottingham
Shamilli A/P Ravichandran, Curtin
Adelyn Teoh May Yen, Monash
Sri Nur Izzati Binti Amdan, UKM

Economics
Chew Chiun Yi, UM

Accounting & Finance
Lai Ji Hwa, HELP

MREPC Scholarship Award Recipients, 2013
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Students from most of the major universities in Malaysia, public as well as private, are represented in the list of 
recipients. Twenty-three students at public universities and 29 students from private universities received MREPC 
Scholarship Awards this year. Seven students from Curtin University, Sarawak Campus, 6 students from Monash 
University, Malaysian Campus, 5 students from the University of Nottingham, Malaysian Campus, 4 from Petronas 
University (UTP), and 3 from Multimedia University (MMU) were among the recipients from private universities, while 
6 students from University Putra Malaysia (UPM) 4 students from MARA University of Technology(UiTM), 4 from 
Science University Malaysia (USM) and 3 students from University Malaya (UM) were among the recipients from 
public universities. Other universities were represented by one student from each university.

Scholarship Awards 2013 Luncheon
The young Malaysians selected to receive the MREPC Scholarship Awards for 2013 were introduced to members of 
the rubber product industry on 29th October 2013 at a luncheon held at MREPC. The DCEO of MREPC, Dr Abdul Kadir 
Mohamed warmly welcomed the selected recipients. Rubber product industry representatives who were present 
spoke briefly about their companies, the kind of employees they were looking for and what they could offer to 
potential employees. The students were invited to introduce themselves to the companies who could be potential 
scholarship co-sponsors.

Eight companies offered to co-sponsor scholarship awards this year, including Top Glove Sdn Bhd, Supermax 
Corporation Berhad, Kossan Latex Industries (M) Sdn Bhd, Karex Industries Sdn Bhd, Smart Glove Corporation Sdn 
Bhd, Teleflex Medical Sdn Bhd, Pong Codan Rubber (M) Sdn Bhd and Associated First Rubber (M) Sdn Bhd. The 
company representatives interacted with the students who attended the luncheon to assess and select those who 
could be potential employees while the students were able to find out more about the industry and employment 
opportunities in the rubber products industry.

The rubber product companies have selected 16 scholarship recipients to co-sponsor; these students will have jobs 
waiting for them on graduation and will serve the respective companies for a period equivalent to the tenure of 
their scholarship awards. Other recipients will be bound to MREPC and will be placed in Malaysian rubber product 
companies upon completion of their studies.

Chemical engineering students awarded MREPC Scholarships in 2013 at the Luncheon with industry members
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Some MREPC Scholars serving the industry

C. Thulasimani Chellon

I can proudly say that the MREPC Scholarship Award motivated me to excel and as a result, 
I managed to obtain the prestigious 1st class Honour Degree in Polymer Engineering. Also, 
I’m really happy with the arrangements made by MREPC concerning my internship and 
employment placement.

Currently, as a Polymer Engineer at Kossan Rubber Industries, I report to the Production Manager 
on quality issues related to compounding supply for internal and external stakeholders. My 
responsibilities include carrying out process studies for new and existing processes as part 

of the continual improvement project. I am also involved in SOP, WI and work procedures for new processes and 
improvement projects. For example, I conduct study on trouble shooting of compound and process failures. My 
colleagues at Kossan are very experienced have in-depth knowledge in their subject matter and always willing to lend 
me a helping hand. I am very fortunate and privileged to be part of the Kossan family, truly an organization determined 
to support, improve and modernize the rubber industry which contributes to the well-being of millions of people.

Leong Yi Xuan

The MREPC scholarship has definitely helped me to complete my studies. The scholarship 
reduced my parents’ burden so that I could concentrate and do well in my studies. I am quite 
satisfied with the arrangements made by MREPC in liaising with the industry and placing me 
at Top Glove as a Production Engineer, which is relevant to my degree in Chemical Engineering 
from University Malaysia, Pahang.

Top Glove is the world largest rubber glove manufacturer and it provides many opportunities 
for us, as engineers, to learn and apply what we have studied. Therefore, it provides a good 

platform for us, as fresh graduates, to learn and contribute. Frankly, we are not working in the most comfortable 
environment but in my point of view, as an engineering graduate, we should not expect to sit in air conditional room 
all the time, as we have to be hands-on and involved in production to learn more and know more about the industry. 
As engineers, we have to think how to improve the current situation by reducing cost, increasing efficiency or bringing 
in automation. It can be quite challenging sometimes but I still can still handle the job well. Besides, all my colleagues 
in my department are friendly and helpful. I can see there is still a lot of potential for this industry to grow.

Muhamad Aliff Emran Bin Rosslee

I applied for and was awarded the MREPC Scholarship in my third year at University Malaysia 
Perlis (UniMAP). This scholarship helped me during my final year as I was required to undertake 
my own project for fulfill the credit hour requirements to graduate with a degree in Polymer 
Engineering. The internship that was arranged by MREPC allowed me to complete the project. 
The financial assistance was also crucial during my final year and I thank MREPC for helping 
me to complete my studies at UniMAP.

As for those students who still seeking financial assistance, I would recommend the MREPC 
scholarship. Why? Because MREPC is very concerned about their scholars and they will provide students a place for 
internships as well employment upon graduation. The companies that work with MREPC and are associated with the 
Scholarship program are well known and offer excellent prospects for graduates who are employed by them.

Now as an engineer at Hartalega Sdn Bhd, I find that I am very interested in the rubber product industry as it is 
growing continuously. I hope to continue working in this field for many more years.
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MREPC Research Briefs

World Trade in Industrial and General Rubber Goods

Prospects for growth in import demand
World imports of industrial and general rubber goods grew at a compounded annual growth rate (CAGR) of 3.7%, 
from a total of USD37.63 billion in 2008 to USD43.52 billion in 2012. There was a sharp fall in imports in 2009, 
reflecting the decline in the global economy during that year. Total world exports of IRG and GRG followed the same 
general trends as world imports, as shown below.

Table 1: World imports and exports of industrial and general rubber goods (USD billions)

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 CAGR (%)
Imports 37.63 29.00 37.05 43.60 43.52 3.70
Exports 38.17 30.03 38.10 44.64 43.37 3.24
Source: Global Trade Atlas

The increase or decline in imports of IRG and GRG is influenced by the rate of economic growth in importing countries. 
The GDP growth rates for advanced economies and developing countries is shown below, with projections up to 2014.

Table 2: GDP Growth rates, 2008 – 2014

Region 2008 2009 2010 2011 20121 20132 20142

World 3.0 -0.5 5.3 3.9 3.1 2.9 3.6
Advanced Economies 0.6 -3.4 3.2 1.7 1.2 1.2 2.1
Developing Countries 6.0 2.8 7.5 6.2 4.9 4.5 5.1
1Estimates; 2Projections.
Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Update, 9 July 2013; Estimates revised on 9 October 2013.

The sharp fall in trade in industrial and general rubber goods in 2009 reflected the global economic downturn, with 
the advanced economies (the main importers of rubber products) being the hardest hit. Total imports of IRG and GRG 
fell by 22.9% in 2009 but recovered by 31.2% in 2010 as world GDP grew by 5.3%. In 2011, world imports increased by 
17.2% as the global economy saw growth of 3.9%, and as global GDP moderated to an estimated 3.1% in 2012, world 
imports of IRG and GRG declined marginally by 2.9%.

With world output (GDP) projected to grow at 2.9% in 2013 (revised downwards from the earlier IMF forecast of 3.1%), 
it is unlikely that import demand for industrial and general rubber goods will show a substantial increase, particularly 
in developed countries.

World imports of IRG and GRG are expected to increase in 2014, in line with global output which is projected to 
increase by 3.6%, with growth of 2.1% in advanced economies and 5.1% in developing countries.

Direction of trade
The United States is the world’s largest importer of industrial and general rubber goods, with total imports of USD6.32 
billion in 2012, accounting for 14.5% of global imports. This is followed by Germany with imports valued at USD4.54 
billion, China with USD3.04 billion and Mexico with USD2.13 billion.

Among the top ten importing countries, Russia had the highest growth rate, with a CAGR of 12.5%, followed by China, 
with growth of 9.0%, although imports into China fell by 4.5% in 2012. Mexico and the US recorded respectable 
growth rates of 8.6% and 7.2% respectively.
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Products classified as industrial and general rubber goods
The main industrial and general rubber goods traded globally were gaskets, washers and other seals, with total world 
imports valued at USD10.5 billion in 2012, followed by pipes, tubes and hoses valued at USD9.05 billion. Together, these 
two groups of products accounted for 44.8% of all industrial and general rubber goods. Imports of rubber gaskets, 
washers and seals grew at a CAGR of 4.3% from 2008 to 2012 while pipes, tubes and hoses grew at a CAGR of 4.7%.

Other products of significance include conveyor and transmission belts (USD5.47 billion), plates, sheets, rods and 
strips of cellular or non-cellular rubber (USD3.33 billion), various types of inflatable or non-inflatable balls (USD2.25 
billion) and rubber to metal bonded parts (USD2.04 billion). Some other products in this category include floor 
coverings and mats of various types, boat and dock fenders, caps and lids and other closures, erasers, toys, handles 
and knobs, and rubberised textiles.

Malaysia’s exports of industrial and general rubber goods
Malaysian exports of industrial and general rubber goods have not increased significantly over the last five years. 
Overall, exports increased by a CAGR of 1.3% between 2008 and 2012, but in 2012 total exports fell to USD444.8 
million from USD474.6 million in 2011, a decline of 6.3%.

Table 6: Malaysia’s main export destinations for industrial and general rubber goods
Country USD millions

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 CAGR (%)
US 73.7 50.8 66.1 74.2 76.4 0.9
Singapore 58.7 40.5 46.6 52.9 56.9 -0.8
Japan 69.0 46.1 54.5 61.5 34.5 -15.9
Australia 31.5 21.8 31.1 39.7 41.9 7.4
Thailand 10.2 10.5 16.3 20.6 27.0 27.6
Indonesia 14.0 12.9 17.9 22.6 22.0 12.0
China 13.8 8.8 19.2 25.0 20.6 10.5
Others 151.4 127.3 153.5 178.1 165.5 -
Total 422.3 318.7 405.2 474.6 444.8 1.3
Source: Global Trade Atlas

The United States was Malaysia’s main export destination for industrial and general rubber goods, accounting for 
17.2% of all exports in 2012. Export growth to the US has not been exceptional over the last 5 years, however, showing 
a CAGR of 0.9%. Singapore and Japan have shown declining trends, with exports to Japan falling by a CAGR of 15.8%, 
from USD69 million in 2008 to USD34.5 in 2012, while exports to Singapore declined marginally by 0.8%. Growth in 
exports to Thailand has been robust, growing at a CAGR of 27.6% over the period, from USD10.2 million to USD27 
million. Exports to Australia grew at a CAGR of 7.4% to USD41.9 million. Other countries with strong growth in imports 
from Malaysia include Indonesia (CAGR of 12%) and China (10.5%).

As expected, exports to new and emerging markets show growth, while exports to established markets have grown 
at a slower pace and even declined in some instances.

In terms of the kinds of products that have been exported from Malaysia, rubber pipes, tubes and hoses without 
fittings valued at USD 129.6 million in 2012 make up 29.1% of all exports of industrial and general rubber goods. 
Export of this category of products has grown at a CAGR of 9.1%.

Malaysian imports of industrial and general rubber goods
Imports of industrial and general rubber goods into Malaysia have grown by a CAGR of 9.1% between 2008 and 2012, 
from USD338.4 million to USD479.6 million, ranking it 26th in the list of importing countries.
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The main items of import of industrial and general rubber goods into Malaysia are gaskets, washers and seals, pipes, 
tubes and hoses, with and without fittings, conveyor belts and transmission belts. Together these products account 
for almost 44% of the total value of imports.

Imports of gaskets, washers and other seals grew from USD56.5 million in 2008 to USD90.1 in 2012 at a CAGR of 
12.4%, while imports of pipes, tubes and hoses with fittings increased from USD23.2 million to USD39.1 million 
during the same period, recording a CAGR of 13.9%. Most of the major items of IRG and GRG imported into Malaysia 
increased, indicating significant opportunities in the domestic market.

The main source of imports of industrial and general rubber goods into Malaysia were China, Japan, Thailand, the United 
States and Singapore. These five countries accounted for close to 70% of all imports of IRG and GRG into Malaysia.

Conclusion
The trade data shows that there are significant export opportunities for Malaysian manufacturers of industrial and 
general rubber goods, particularly to developing markets. The domestic market is also growing at a relatively high rate. 
To take advantage of the opportunities presented by the export and domestic market, it is important for Malaysian 
manufacturers to strive for competitiveness in quality and pricing and to keep pace with developments in improving 
products and processes.

The Market for Rubber Products in South Africa

South Africa’s Rubber Products Industry
South Africa is a growing market for rubber products. It was ranked 23rd in global imports of rubber products in 2012. 
Imports of rubber products into the country grew by a CAGR of 11%, from a total value of USD1.48 billion in 2009 to 
USD2.25 billion in 2012. This increase in imports can be attributed to increasing demand from rapid development of 
specific sectors of the economy as well as a depressed domestic rubber product manufacturing sector. Over the last 
decade, the sector has seen a decline in rubber demand and many rubber product companies have closed down. 
Among the reasons are tight supply of synthetic rubber, a shortage of skilled workers and an increase in the value 
of Rand against the US dollar that makes it cheaper to import rubber products than to manufacture products locally.

About 75% of South Africa’s imports of rubber products in 2012 were footwear and tyres. Other key imports were 
conveyor and transmission belts which accounted for 4% of imports, hoses (3%), as well as seals and gaskets (3%). 
The top five exporters of rubber products to South Africa were China, USA, Japan, Germany and Vietnam.

Rubber Medical Devices
In 2012, the market size for rubber medical devices (surgical gloves, examination gloves, Foley catheters and condoms) 
in South Africa was estimated at USD200 million. Demand is largely supplied by imports which account for about 
95% of total domestic consumption. Surgical and examination gloves accounted for 40% and 26% of the total market, 
respectively (Figure 3).

Significant demand for rubber medical devices comes from the public healthcare sector which serves around 85% of 
South Africa’s population of 50 million. Consumption of the products is relatively high in four key provinces, Western 
Cape, Eastern Cape, Kwazulu Natal and Limpopo. The private healthcare sector is currently small but growing at 5% 
annually in terms of number of hospital beds to cater for the increasing demand for quality health services from the 
middle to high income sector of the population.

With about 5.7 million people living with HIV and about 1,400 of new HIV cases every year, South Africa presents a 
large market for condoms. To curb the spread of HIV and other STDs, the South African government distributes about 
400 – 450 million condoms a year or about 90% of the total consumption of condoms in the country. Condoms are 
distributed free in health facilities and non-traditional outlets such as correctional facilities, airports, shopping malls, 
hotels and mines.
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Figure 3: Market share of rubber medical devices in 
South Africa by product

Figure 4: Market size for rubber automotive parts

Demand for rubber medical devices is projected to increase by 15% annually and reach USD266.4 million in 2014. The 
growth will be driven by the implementation of the Strategic Healthcare Plan (2010 – 2014) and the National Strategic 
Plan for HIV, Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) and Tuberculosis (2012 – 2016).

Rubber Automotive Parts
South Africa is the most important automotive market in the African continent. There are seven global OEMs in 
the country and together, they produced approximately 540,000 vehicles in 2012. Production of vehicles has been 
registering positive annual growth over the last three years. Despite having about 200 component manufacturers, 
many automotive parts for automobile manufacturing are imported and local content is currently low at around 25%. 
The country also has a sizeable replacement parts segment, with about 10.65 million vehicles on the roads. A total of 
688,000 vehicles were sold in 2012, a 10% increase from the previous year.

The market for rubber automotive parts in South Africa was valued at USD195 million in 2011. The OEM segment 
makes up 77% of the market and the remaining 23% of demand is from the aftermarket. Key products include 
vibration control components, hoses, beltings, body seals and wiper blades. The market is projected to grow by 
9% annually to USD300 million in 2016. The Automotive Production and Development Programme (2013 – 2020) is 
expected to be the key driver of the rubber automotive parts market. This programme plans to stimulate production of 
automotive vehicles and components in South Africa and to encourage the expansion of motor industry investments. 
With the programme, the government aims to increase vehicle production to 1.2 million units a year by 2020.

Other Industrial Products (non-automotive)
The mining and construction sectors are the major consumer of non-automotive industrial rubber products in South 
Africa. These two sectors are the major contributors to the country’s economy. South Africa is the world’s largest 
producer of chromium, platinum group metals and manganese. It is also a major producer of gold, coal and diamond. 
The growth of the construction and infrastructure sectors in South Africa is closely linked with the growth of mining 
sector since facilities such as rail, roads and ports are built to support the mining industry.

Demand for industrial rubber products was valued at USD360 million in 2011, a CAGR of 1.1% for the period 2006 
– 2011. The market comprises products used in the manufacturing of industrial equipment, as building materials in 
the construction segment, as well as in the aerospace and other segments. Conveyor belt is a major component in 
the mining industry. Other key products are suction hoses, hydraulic hoses, rubber deck and personal protective 
equipments such as rubber gloves and footwear. Considering the economic outlook of the country as well as massive 
spending being planned by the government on infrastructure development over the next three years, the industrial 
rubber good market in South Africa is forecasted to grow by a CAGR of 5% for the period 2013 – 2016.

2011 2016

20%
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80%

77%

USD195
million

USD300
million

OEM Aftermarket

Condoms
19%

Foley Catheters
15%

Surgical Gloves
40%

Exam Gloves
26%



1212

Malaysia’s Exports and Imports of Rubber Products (RM’000)

Exports Imports

2013 2012 2013 2012

January 1,180,143 1,059,666 367,270 307,774

February 1,091,231 1,150,189 275,507 310,867

March 1,338,113 1,268,148 337,015 360,001

April 1,226,277 1,197,895 390,208 336,176

May 1,249,368 1,203,809 385,796 371,152

June 1,178,486 1,299,381 376,865 371,060

January-June 7,263,618 7,179,088 2,132,661 2,057,030

% Change
(January–June) 13/12 1.2 3.7

Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia

Major Destinations for Malaysia’s Rubber Product Exports (RM’000)

Country January–June
2013

January–June
2012

% Change % Share
(2013)

USA 2,008,248 1,910,675 5.1 27.65

EU-27 1,853,648 1,770,884 4.7 25.52

ASEAN 663,429 724,984 -8.5 9.13

Japan 392,356 394,284 -0.5 5.40

China, P.R. 315,331 277,383 13.7 4.34

Brazil 289,040 270,572 6.8 3.98

Australia 218,333 224,760 -2.9 3.01

Turkey 131,386 119,566 9.9 1.81

Canada 130,101 131,536 -1.1 1.79

South Korea 108,920 108,558 0.3 1.50

Hong Kong 80,955 91,487 -11.5 1.11

UAE 59,202 70,049 -15.5 0.82

Subtotal 6,250,949 6,094,738 2.6 86.1

World Total 7,263,618 7,179,088 1.2 100

Source: Department of Statistics, Malaysia

RUBBER PRODUCT TRADE 
STATISTICS
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2014 MREPC INCENTIVES

REVISED 
INCENTIVES MREPC has revised existing incentives and introduced a new package 

(SBIM17) for 2014. It is hoped that the wide spectrum of incentives 
available will assist rubber product manufacturers to intensify their 
market promotion activities.

The revised and new incentives will be effective from 1st January 2014. 
For more information kindly visit our website - www.mrepc.com

Incentive Before Revision After Revision

SBIM 1 & 2
Participation in 
International Trade 
Exhibitions

Pre determined grant:

Region: Europe / Central Asia / Middle East 
– RM 20,000

Pre determined grant:

Region: Europe / Central Asia / Middle East 
- RM 25,000

Companies taking up booth size bigger 
than the standard shell scheme stipulated 
by the organizer, may claim an additional 
incentive of RM5,000 (over and above 
the pre determined grant for respective 
regions).

SBIM 9
Participation in 
International Trade 
Exhibitions in 
Malaysia

50% of booth cost, subject to a maximum 
claim of RM5,000 per trade exhibition.

Pre-determined grant of RM6,000 per trade 
exhibition.

SBIM 16
Purchase of essential 
testing equipment

RM20,000 matching grant per company for 
the first-time purchase of testing equipment.

Only small and medium enterprises (SMEs) 
are eligible.

Matching grant for the purchase of eligible 
testing equipment subject to a maximum of 
RM50,000 per company. Open to all eligible 
rubber product companies (SMEs and non-
SMEs)

NEW INCENTIVE for 2014
SBIM 17 - Participation in MREPC-led Exhibitions - Umbrella Concept

Regions Grant (RM)

North America / Latin America / Canada 8,000

Europe / Central Asia / Middle East / Africa 7,000

Asia / Oceania 4,000

South East Asia 3,000

SBIM17 provides an affordable option especially for smaller companies to participate in 
international trade exhibitions
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MARKET PROMOTION 
EVENTS

Visitors to the MREPC booth at the APHM 
Conference and Exhibition

Dr. Abdul Kadir presenting a souvenir to a 
representative of the Trained Nurses Association 
of India

APHM International Healthcare 
Conference and Exhibition 2013, 
Petaling Jaya

MREPC participated for the first time at the Association of Private 
Hospitals of Malaysia (APHM) International Healthcare Conference 
and Exhibition 2013 which was held from 2 – 4 July 2013 at the 
Sunway Pyramid Convention Centre, Petaling Jaya. This annual 
event, one of the largest of its kind in Malaysia, showcased 
developments within the healthcare sector with the theme 
“Technology – An Enabler to Better Healthcare?”

The MREPC promotional booth displaying a range of rubber 
medical devices at the APHM Conference and Exhibition 2013 
received enquiries from foreign buyers from Africa, Poland and 
Singapore, mostly distributors and traders, as well as local hospital 
procurement personnel. Products of interest included rubber 
medical gloves, catheters, breathing bags, finger cots and condoms.

As part of its program to educate Malaysian healthcare professionals 
on usage of medical gloves, MREPC presented a talk on ‘Medical 
Gloves – What You Need to Know’ at the convention centre. The 
conference and exhibition attracted many local industry players 
and professionals from leading international bodies, making it 
an excellent platform to create awareness on Malaysian rubber 
medical devices.

Medical Gloves Mission to India

MREPC organized a medical gloves mission to India from 17 to 
22 September 2013, together with three Malaysian medical glove 
manufacturers, Hartalega, Bonric, and Shieldtex. The delegation 
was led by MREPC’s Deputy CEO, Dr Abdul Kadir Mohamed. The 
mission program comprised medical glove seminars in New Delhi 
and Mumbai, business matching sessions and working visits to 
relevant institutions.

The seminar, held at prestigious hotels in New Delhi and Mumbai, 
were attended by doctors and nurses as well as importers and 
distributors of rubber medical devices. The speakers discussed 
issues and concerns related to healthcare associated infection 
(HAI) in hospitals. An officer from the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare, India presented an update on import regulations for 
medical devices in India.
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Business matching session at Mumbai

In addition to the seminars, MREPC also organized 
business matching sessions and working visits for 
participating Malaysian manufacturers. The Malaysian 
delegation met with The Trained Nurses’ Association 
of India (TNAI) and Federation of Indian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (FICCI). TNAI is the largest 
nurses’ association in India with more than 300,000 
members while FICCI is the largest and oldest business 
organization in India and has an indirect membership of 
over 250,000 companies from various regional chambers 
of commerce in India.

13th Vietnam Medipharm,
Ho Chi Minh City

The 13th Vietnam Medipharm Exhibition was held in Ho 
Chi Minh City at the Tan Binh Exhibition & Convention 
Centre (TBECC), from 22 to 24 August 2013. With 
participation from more than 300 companies from 
Vietnam and 20 other countries, the show attracted 
around 15,000 visitors.

MREPC set up a booth to promote rubber medical 
devices at the Exhibition. The enquiries received, for 
examination gloves, surgical gloves, condoms and Foley 
catheters, were mostly from Vietnamese companies. 
During the exhibition, MREPC also introduced its 
augmented reality mobile apps for iOS and Android 
smart phones to visitors to the MREPC stand.

A paper entitled “Gloves for Better Protection and Patient 
Care” was presented by MREPC staff at a seminar held 
in conjunction with Vietnam Medipharm.

MREPC staff receiving a plaque from the Vietnamese Vice 
Minister for Health for participating at Medipharm
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International Surgical Week 
(ISW), Helsinki, Finland

MREPC participated at an exhibition held in conjunction 
with the International Surgical Week (ISW) in Helsinki, 
Finland from 25th to 29th August, 2013. ISW was organized 
by the International Society of Surgery (ISS) in cooperation 
with the Finnish Society of Surgery (FSS). The biennial 
event, featuring conferences and workshops with an 
adjoining trade exhibition, was attended by more than 
3,000 members from 96 countries. Thirty-seven exhibitors, 
mostly European, took part in the Exhibition.

MREPC showcased wide range of rubber medical 
devices, with focus on rubber surgical gloves. Surgeons 
who were participating in the conference and ongoing 
meetings took the opportunity to try out the latex and 
synthetic surgical gloves displayed at the MREPC booth. 
A considerable number of enquiries were received, 
especially from representatives from developing 
countries.

Visitors to the MREPC stand at the International Surgical Week in 
Helsinki
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An interactive session with Dr. Shukri at the Workshop 
on the Product Innovation Process (PIP)

Puan Nazlinda at the TPP briefing

SEMINARS AND 
WORKSHOPS AT MREPC

INNOVATION, RESEARCH, 
DEVELOPMENT & 

COMMERCIALIZATION – 
DRIVING A NEW PRODUCT 

IDEA TO MARKET, A 
PRODUCT INNOVATION 

PROCESS (PIP)

BRIEFING ON TRANS-
PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP 

AGREEMENT (TPP) 
AND UPDATE ON 
TRADE IN RUBBER 

PRODUCTS IN THE US

A one day workshop on Innovation, Research, Development & Commercialization – 
Driving a New Product Idea to Market, a Product Innovation Process (PIP) was held on 
4 July 2013. The main objectives of the workshop were to highlight the importance 
of innovation and provide knowledge on how to conduct systematic and effective 
research, development and commercialization (RD&C), for new products leading to 
successful market launches.

RD&C is an expensive, time consuming and risky endeavor and a proper and proven 
step by step product innovation process (PIP) should be adopted and practiced to 
ensure efficient and effective use of resources. The product innovation process (PIP) 
begins with a collection of ideas (discovery), followed by screening & prioritization 
of the ideas, and conducting due diligence on selected/prioritized ideas before 
committing resources to RD&C activities.

In addition to providing knowledge on the product innovation process and RD&C, this 
workshop also shared tips on how to harness the free flow of ideas towards innovation 
to support the growth of an organization.

The trainer was Dr. Shukri Ab. Wahab who holds a BSc. (Hons.) degree in Polymer 
Science and Rubber Technology (1976) from the National College of Rubber 
Technology, London and A PhD in Latex Dipping Technology (1982) from the London 
School of Polymer Technology, Dr Shukri has more than 30 years experience working 
in the latex industry, particularly in research, development and commercialization of 
latex dipped products.

A briefing on the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPP) was held on 3 July 2013 
in MREPC followed by a presentation on trade in rubber products in the US. The 
briefing on the TPP was conducted by Puan Nazlinda Zamani, the Principal Assistant 
Secretary of the Strategic Planning and International Division of the Ministry of 
Plantation Industries and Commodities Malaysia. The update on US trade in rubber 
products was presented by Encik Izwan Zarik, Deputy Director of Corporate Planning 
& Research, MREPC. Industry response to the briefing was enthusiastic, with a total of 
33 participants from 22 companies.

On the TPP, participants were informed that in 2011, the leaders of the 9 Trans-Pacific 
Partnership countries, Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chile, Malaysia, New Zealand, 
Peru, Singapore, Vietnam and the United States, announced the achievement of the 
broad outlines of an ambitious 21st-century Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement 
that will enhance trade and investment among the countries, promote innovation, 
economic growth and development and support the creation and retention of jobs. 
In 2012, Mexico and Canada joined the TPP meetings. Malaysia joined the TPP 
negotiations during the third round, on 4 October 2010. It is expected that Japan will 
be joining the TPP in July 2013. Negotiations on the Outstanding Product Specified 
Rules are ongoing and Malaysia will continue to negotiate for better market access for 
products of interest with TPP members, especially the US, Canada, Mexico and Peru.

On the briefing on US trade in rubber products, the US global share of imports of 
rubber products is 20% while it accounts for 27% of world rubber product exports. 
The US is Malaysia’s largest trading partner in rubber products. Malaysia’s exports 
increased by a CAGR of 7.7% between 2008 and 2012, equivalent to the growth in 
total US imports of rubber products. Malaysia was the 9th largest exporter of rubber 
products to the US in 2012. Imports of medical gloves, Malaysia’s main exports to the 
US, show a 4.5% annual growth.

4 JULY 2013

3 JULY 2013
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Helsinki, with its picture perfect scenery, cool breezes and leisurely 
pace, is an ideal place to unwind and have a peaceful holiday. Helsinki 
is the capital of Finland and its largest city, with a population of a 
million people. It is also one of the safest cities in the world. Finnish and 
Swedish are widely spoken in the city, but English is also a common 
form of communication. Our stay in Helsinki, in conjunction with MREPC 
participation at the exhibition held as part of the International Surgical 
Week (25 – 29 August 2013) was made memorable by the serenity and 
pleasant climate we experienced. 

The city has a good public transportation system made up of trains, 
trams and buses. With good cycling infrastructure, the bicycle is also 
widely used as a mode of transport and as a form of exercise.

The Three Smiths Statue, Helsinki

The Cathedral Church

Hop On Hop Off bus in Helsinki

Helsinki is filled with modern architecture and many 
of the buildings are designed with wide expanses 
of glass to allow the sun inside, as the temperature 
can be chilly outdoors. The Helsinki Central Railway 
Station is one of the most popular landmarks in the 
city, and the busiest, as it is the point of origin for 
all trains in the local network. Helsinki has beautiful 
parks surrounded by small cafes selling light snacks 
for people to savor while relaxing outdoors.

One way to know more about Helsinki 
is to travel by the ‘Hop On, Hop Off’ 
bus. Of the 14 route stops, the National 
Museum and the Sibelius monument 
are top choices. The Sibelius monument 
was built in remembrance of a famous 
composer, Jean Sibelius, during the 
romantic period or late 18th Century. 
The Cathedral in Helsinki is also worth 
visiting. With its beautiful architecture, 
the church is often used for weddings or 
other special events.

TRAVELOGUE
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King’s Gate at the Sea Fortress

The Hop On Hop Off bus stops for lunch at the flea market 
at Hietalahti Market Square. The market is open daily 
during daytime and on weekday evenings in the summer. 
Tourists can see and purchase a wide variety of Finnish 
delicacies including seafood, meat, vegetables, berries, 
fruits and desserts, as well as other souvenirs.

One can also discover the uniqueness of Helsinki by 
travelling in a boat taking the canal route. The Suomenlinna 
Sea Fortress is a 20-minute ferry ride from Kauppatori 
Market Square. The Fortress is filled with historical sites 
and 19th century buildings and one can get a spectacular 
view from the hilltop.

Mushrooms at Hietalahti Market Square

The Seurasaari Open-air Museum, located just a 
few kilometers from Helsinki, is another site worth 
visiting. The museum, on an island, is filled with 
tranquility although it is located close to the city! The 
museum portrays the Finnish way of life over the past 
four centuries, displaying beautiful, well preserved 
cottages, farmsteads, farmhouses and a solitary 
church.

The Temppeliaukio Church

Another crowd puller is The 
Temppeliaukio Church or the Church 
of the Rock. The interior is built from 
solid rock with natural light that glazes 
into the building. Needless to say, the 
church is also one of the most popular 
attractions in the city.

For those who enjoy shopping, this city 
has a lot to offer. Visitors can easily find 
designer shops, clothing boutiques, 
jewelry stores or antique dealers. The 
Finns are also known for their creative 
designs and this is the place to be for 
anyone looking for innovative designer 
items!
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3 words inspire confidence

Made in Malaysia

For quality rubber medical devices manufactured to international 
standards, look to Malaysia. Malaysia – world’s No. 1 in medical gloves, 
world’s No.1 in condoms, world’s No. 1 in rubber catheters.

MALAYSIAN RUBBER EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL

www.mrepc.com
www.smg-online.biz
www.latexglove.info


