/ed Latex
oves Greatly
~ Reduce Protein
Allergy Risk

Racent hospital studies in the L.S., Canada, Germany and
Finland demanstrate that wearing low-protgin, low or non-
powdered natural rubber latex gloves greatly diminishes
the rigk of allengic reactions and the Belihood of heathcare
workers developing katex sensitivity.
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A number of studies, saven of which are cited here', show that &t is possibie for many latex-sensitive indiiduals wearing synthetic ioves
o work alongside colleegues wearing low-prosein katex gioves wishout sulfering alledy symptoms. At lesst one shudy shows hat many
latene-allergic healtheara warkars under study wers gble 16 work safily weerng iow-allergen powdered glovas while performing their work
assignments, Onily & few wha had expedensed previous anaphylactic resctions needed non-latex glovas, and the shudy also reported that
even these workers did ot experiance symptoms Som low-allergen letex gloves wam by co-workers, Through the adoption of advanced
manufacting tachaclogies, the protein contient of latax gloves can be grastly reduced from about 2,000 micragramaigm & 50 micrograms
or leas, espacially for powder-free latex gloves {as essmated by the Modified Lowry Test), "The avaiability of thess improved kstex gloves
makes it possible for the majority of the health care personnel who are not kstex sensve to contnue @ refy an e proven barier
prosecion of nesural rubber lesex gioves without haightensd allergy concama,” says Dr Essh 5. ¥in, & research scistist and chemist, who is
the diractor of the Malaysien Ruibber Expert Promation Counc in the Uniad States, Melsysia is the largest exporiar of medical glovas o the
U5, Europe and elsewhere,

Studies Show Improved Latex Gloves
-

The e of low-proteiniow-allergen latex ghwves is consistent with recommendsations by the U5, National Inatitute for Decupational Safity
and Haalty NIDSH) and the Docupational Safety and Health Adminissation (DSHA). Both of these agencies ugs the usa of appropriate
barrier progeciion when handing infecsious matarisie and recommend that those who use natural rubBer labex gloves choass powdsr-free
yoves wih low protsin content. The American Collega of Mergy, Asthma and Immunology (SCAN) and e American Nursas Association
(AN likewise urge the use of low-allamen and/or powdsr-free options when lasx ploves are used,

D ¥ip poins out that workens who must wear synihetic altemagives should take cars s to which gives they choose beceuse synfiesics
vary greatly in barmier perfarmance, depending on Se type of malerial used,

For examyple, 12 sciandfic studies pubishad betwaen 1988 and 2002 found vimd gloves, the most commanly usad syndhelic, to be
signSicandy nferior in baner protaction againg: viral ransmission compared to latax gloves. Nitrile glovas, $ie sacond mast usad subsituse,
demansirated comparable banier perfarmance fo latex. But ndrfie gloves ane more expenaive fian efher vingl o labex.

Lissex allergy became a1 issus for health professionals with the siart of e ADS epidamic, when high-powdes, igh-proein medicl gioves
fioodied e markat, The naturally oocuring proteine in latex often adhered 0 e powdr wsed fo make e gloves easier o put on, and could be
dispersed info e air. About 1 percent of the genensl populion end between 3 and 16 percent of healthcars worers are esSmated o be
senaive 10 latax profteing o 10 have |atex sensithity?, Although modem tachnology now makes. it possibie to minimize such protsin usteke
by 1 poeder and significansy raduce sercallerganiciy, many healhcars workers are not awars that fodey's improved ploves are seier,
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More infonination s aeillable ab wwwomrepc.com, wanallsbexglove.Info and weres smig-online. hiz
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